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             http://www.geocities.com/DirtRacin91
            Edition #18

As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  Please get out and patronize these fine businesses!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031

Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240

Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113

Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035

Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141

Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton

647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268

“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         


Welcome!

Welcome to Edition #18 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  There isn’t a ton of news to report, but I thought I’d put out a newsletter just to keep you all updated on what’s been going on and to introduce my new sponsors for 2002.

What’s been going on:

 First of all, I am thrilled to announce that the 91 Racing Website is up and running!  Thanks to all that have visited it so far and told me how much you like it.  Conrad Johnson of C&D Web Creations (one of my new Sponsors for 2002) did a fantastic job putting the site together!  If you haven’t checked it out yet, be sure to head on over to www.geocities.com/DirtRacin91 and don’t forget to sign the guest book!  The page features a History Page that tells the whole story on how everything got started.  The Results Page shows how I did each week during last season and will be updated every week once the 2002 season gets underway. In case you have missed any Newsletters over the past year, the Newsletter Page allows you to download every newsletter, from the very first one to this one.  The Photos Page has several great pictures from the past year.  If you have a link you would like to have added to my Friends Page, just let me know and I’d be happy to have it added.  This web site is going to be a great way to keep all of the fans informed and to get more exposure for my sponsors.  I’m really excited about having it.

Speaking of sponsors, the search for 2002 sponsors has been going good.  I’d like to officially welcome Geppetto’s Pizza to the 91 Racing Team!  I delivered pizzas for Lee for about three years back in my high school days, which definitely helped provide training for driving stock cars when a pizza had to be delivered within 30 minutes!  All kidding aside, Geppetto’s has fabulous pizzas, pastas, and sandwiches, as anyone who has eaten there will tell you.  Go on in today and tell them I sent you!

I am also delighted to welcome back all of my 2001 sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and Howard’s Auto Salvage and Sons.  It’s great to have all of you back, and to have Geppetto’s Pizza and C&D Web Creations on board for 2002!   

Plans for 2002:

I have decided to keep the motor I finished last year with and concentrate on improving the car primarily by installing a Ford 9” Rear End (which is what a lot of the cars run) with a racing gear in it.  The rear end and gear I have now are both stock, and the gear ratio is way too high.  Installing a racing gear will really help the car really tear out of the corners and go faster down the straight-aways, which is where I was having trouble staying on par with the other cars last year.  In the meantime, I have gotten my hands on a Chevy 350 engine block, which I plan on having built up into a racing engine.  Once this is done, the engine I have now will serve as a backup.  The name of the game when it comes to the points race is being able to make it down to the track every single week.  With a decent back up motor that can be dropped in should I happen blow my good motor, I should be able to obtain my goal of finishing in the Top 5 in points in 2002!


I have several more minor improvements planned that I have been collecting the parts for. There is a lot to do before the opening weekend gets here.  Luckily this year, all of the work that needs to be done is just improvements to the car, instead of work just to get it going like last year.


I also plan on giving the car a new paint job.  I’m going to keep the same design, but want to give it a fresh coat of purple.  I also want redo my sponsors, making them bigger and easier to read, as well as adding my new ones for 2002. We’ll be painting the van to match the car at this time too.  We are going to be a great looking outfit pulling into the pits!
 


Hobo Results for 00/00/02 (coming April 27th)

Heat #1:

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Heat #2:

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
Feature:

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

6th
7th
8th
9th
10th

2001 Final Hobo Points

   #   Driver      Points

1  00  Jim Eaton      812

2  77  Cliff Howard   800

3  99  Bill Wilhelm   658

4  99x Ron Egli       638

5  24T C. Tewilliger  558

6  96  Oscar Everett  536

7  88  Rick Sheets    412

8  87  Eric Wisher    404

9  27  Scott Etherton 344

10 91  Nick Christian 324

11 23  Greg Sullivan  316

12 5J  Jim Jorgenson  306

13 9m  Michael May    230

14 77  Willie Heinze  228

15 19  Durland Pople  202

16 57  Matt McAdams   178

17 11  Morey Denney   172

18 37  Even Hardesty  154

19 18  Clay Murphy    122

20 1J  Justin Curless 106

21 25  D Hodgekins
70

22 8x  Dan Dozard
38

23 o2  E Whittington
34

24 55  Craig Hoffman
32

Picture of the Week:
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The car in the 2001 Canton Friendship Festival Parade.  Special thanks to Moshier’s Pool Supply for providing the picture.



Just around the corner:

Another piece of news to pass along, after a few years absence, the Spoon River Speedway Car Show is once again in the works.  My mother-in-law Dottie Johnson and her good friend Judy Hutton have been hard at work trying to put this thing together.  Right now all of the plans are tentative, but they hope to have the show on Saturday, April 13th at the Canton Wal-Mart.  There will be a “Best Appearing Car” contest for each class along with several other games and activities.  There are even plans to have model car races provided by Central Illinois Miniature Motors, a local model car club that I happen to belong to.  If any of you have ever been to a Cub Scout Pinewood Derby, imagine it with model cars and that’s what we’ve got.  If you want to enter a model car in the race, give me a call at 647-3085 and I can give you the details/specifications.  The whole show will be lots of fun for everybody! Hopefully I can take home this “Best Appearing” Award and get some great exposure for my sponsors!  Hopefully there will be a good turn out of both stock cars and people.  I’ll be sure to let you all know of the final plans whenever I hear about them.  Hope to see you all there!  If anyone needs any details about the show, has any ideas, or wishes to help out in any way, please get a hold of me.

Also on the schedule is Play Day on April 21st. This is a day where each car goes out one at a time and gets to run practice laps to get their set-ups ready to go for the season opener.  Admission is free for this event.  The official season opener is on April 27th.  I had been anxiously counting down to these dates, but have learned that on April 19th and 20th, Spoon River Speedway will be the host of a two-day United States Modified Touring Series (USMTS) Modified show.  The Hobos will not be a part of the show, but Pro-Streets will, so I’ll be popping off my restrictor plate and running a class up with the Pro-Streets that weekend.  I won’t be much of a match for the Pro-Streets, but it will be good practice before the official season opener on April 27th.   Plus, the USMTS show will feature several “Big Name” Modified drivers, and that means the crowd should be big!  It should be a great show that none of you should miss!  With the two-day show on Friday and Saturday, plus Play Day on Sunday, it should be a crazy weekend, but with three days in a row of racing, I can’t wait! 

Thanks:

Thank you once again to all of my 2002 Season Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Canton Auto Sales, Sherwin-Williams Paints, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, and C &D Web Creations.  Things are really starting to come together for 91 Racing and that is a direct result of the support I have gotten from all of you.  I sincerely thank each of you.  I am still on the search, and hopefully I can add even more great businesses to the team!

In Conclusion:

I’ll send out another newsletter or two before the season starts when and if anything significant happens, just to keep you all updated.  Thanks for taking the time to read the 91 Racing Newsletter.  I have gotten a lot of good feedback about them, and am glad so many of you enjoy them. Don’t forget to check out the website!
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Until next time,


Nick Christian
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