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Welcome!

Welcome to Edition #16 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  This past week was the 2001 Season Championship Race. It was the last points race of the season and my last chance to break the Top 10 in points. Here are all the details!

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:

 
We got down to the track and unloaded.  After mud laps we took off the hood and checked my fan belt.  It had been coming loose on me last week and had done so again during mud laps.  While trying to fix it, the belt broke.  Once again Roger came to my rescue as he had a belt for me to use.  We quickly got it on before hot laps.  A big thanks to the pit crew and to Roger for that one!  After hot laps we checked the belt again and it was still tight.  Unfortunately we noticed something else.  The upper A-arm on the left front tire had somehow gotten bent and was making the tire tilt in quite a bit.  I’m still at a loss for how this happened as I never hit anything and I know it wasn’t like that from the bump I took last week.  I just hoped it wouldn’t get any worse and everything would be OK.    

Heat Race:


I started 4th out of 4 cars in the first heat race.  The other three in the race were all pretty good cars, including the hobo points leader.  We took off and I am staying right there with one of the cars, but he soon pulls away a little bit. The first two cars are battling hard and one of them spins around on the last lap and I take 3rd place.  I was just happy my belt stayed on and for some reason my tire actually looked a little straighter after the heat.

Feature Time:

I knew going into the feature that I had to finish 7th or better to overtake 10th place in the final season points standings.  With only 8 cars starting, I knew I had a good chance!  Being Season Championship night, all the cars park on the front stretch and the drivers were introduced to the crowd.  This is always fun and gives all the drivers a chance to shake hands and wave to all the fans.  We get strapped in and they start the countdown…3…2…1…Start Your Engines!  We come around for the green flag and we’re off!  Jim is right in front of me and I want to go in hard, but remembered this same situation from last week.  I would see a car in front of me and go in too hard and have to get off the gas and on the brake.  This week I tried to be more patient.  After all, if I got loose and had to slow down, then they are way ahead of me and I have little chance of catching up.  In a few laps, Jim has caught up with the 99x car and is trying everything he can to pass him.  I’m right behind him looking for a chance to do the same.  This keeps up for several laps and was really fun!  I’m going a little harder but don’t want to get loose.  I do end up doing this on one turn and loose a little ground. By this time, there are the only 6 cars left on the track.  With all green racing, the 3 lead cars start coming around to lap myself, Jim, and the 99x car he is racing.  The leader goes by me and thinking Cliff was right behind him, I go high.  Unfortunately, he had already blown his motor.  The leader goes after Jim and the 99x car as I battle with the 2nd and 3rd place cars.  I found that in the corners, I am staying right there with them and am even a little faster.  It’s the straight-aways that are my weak point.  So now we have the three lead cars all bunched up with the three lapped cars.  This was a crazy dash but really fun!  With everyone jockeying for position, you knew it couldn’t last too long though. The 99x car got hit hard from behind coming out of turn two on the last lap and spins out.  I avoid him and cross the finish line in 6th, or so I thought.  The way things actually worked out, the 99x car got his spot back and finished 3rd, with Jim 4th, and myself in 5th.  The car that hit the 99x was disqualified for rough driving.  So the final result, a 5th place for me and 4th place for Jim, a season and career high finish for both of us!  The best news of all, I received 42 points for my finish, enough to have me finish 10th in the 2001 Hobo Points Standings!   

Thanks:


This summer has been a true dream come true for me.  After 9 years of going to the races and wanting and wishing to get out on that track, I have finally done it.  The sticker on my dash that reads, “Better to be a Racer for a Moment, than a Spectator for a Lifetime” could not be more true.  I have so many people to thank for helping to make this all come to a realization.  I’m not even sure whom to start with, but I first have to say thank you to my wife Kim.  She was against this in the beginning, but has been a big help and been very supportive.  Of course I could not have done any of this without my great sponsors.  I came to some of you before I even had the car bought and the faith that you all had in me was really great.  When it took much longer to get the car ready than anticipated, you all stuck with me.  Then when we were changing motors three times and there was no time to get the car painted and lettered, you all still stuck with me.  I can’t tell you how much I appreciate all your patience and support.  As far as I’m concerned, Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Sherwin-Williams, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Howard’s Auto Salvage and Sons, and Biswell Towing are the best sponsors I could have.  Thanks Dad, Dave, Jay, Dale, Mr. Moshier, Roger, and Richie.  I hope next year I can get the car closer to the front and start winning some races for you all!  A huge thank you also goes out to my best friend and teammate Jim Jorgenson.  When I started this whole thing back in February, I had a pretty limited mechanical background and hardly any tools.  Jim was there to help out on both fronts.  Jim even took time out of getting his car ready to help get mine out there.  I can’t thank you enough buddy!  The next thanks goes to my Dad.  He has pulled the car with his truck several times and has also been a constant member of the pit crew as well as a sponsor with Don’s Painting.  He has a Thunder Truck that we have to get together for him to race next year!  Gene Wheeler has been a big help this year too.  I’ve used a lot of his tools also and he probably turned the most wrenches on the car.  He has also pulled the car down several times and also hooked me up with Mike.  Which brings me to me next thank you.  I didn’t even know Mike McClasky a few months ago and he happily let me use his trailer and helped me out with welding and made me the deal with my third and best motor.  Without Mike’s trailer, I don’t know how I would have gotten the car to the track this year.  A big thanks also to Roger and Cliff Howard, along with everyone else in the Howard crew.  For someone who races in the same class, they have sure helped out a ton with parts and advice.  Cliff had some bad luck these last two weeks and just missed out on a second straight Championship, but still had a great year.  A big thank you to everyone else you has helped out this year, I sure hope I don’t miss anybody; Jim’s wife Jody, Lloyd, Jody, Ellen, Phil Johns, Mom for taping, and anyone else I might have missed.  I also wish to thank everyone who has helped cheer me on this year; Dottie, Jana, Willy, Sabrina, Sarah, Matt, Tim, Judy, Bill and ‘the girls’, Greg, Zhetta, Dave, Heidi, and anyone else I might have missed.  This year has been so awesome and it wouldn’t have turned out the way it has without all of you.


Jim asked me to give a thank you out to his sponsors as well.  He really appreciates all the support from Don’s Painting, Biswell Towing, Moshier’s Pool Supplies, Shockency Fire Equipment, Howard’s Auto Salvage and Sons, and Sherwin-Williams Paints. 

In Conclusion:


With my 5th place finish, I overtook 10th place in the final season points standings.  This has been my goal all year and pretty good considering I didn’t make it out until right before mid-season and also had a couple of weeks I didn’t make it out.  My other goals were to have fun and learn.  I’ve done a lot of both of those!


I was planning on entering the car in the Friendship Festival Parade this Saturday, but did not get the registration turned in on time and would be charged an additional amount, which made it out of my price range.

There are two more races scheduled for this year, and neither one will feature the Hobos.  The race on the 29th I could remove me restrictor plate and run with the Pro-Streets, but I think that will require me to have a fire suit, which I do not have yet.  Jim and I also thought about running MaComb Speedway for a couple of weeks, but again we would have to run with their Pro-Streets and need fire suits.  So this past week may have been our last race for this year.  If it is, it’ll be a long winter until racing season starts up again next April!  


I have several things planned to do to the car this winter.  Now that I have some seat time, I want a car that is going to be able to run up front next year.  If I do not race anymore this year, I’ll keep you all updated anytime anything significant happens with the car.  I really enjoy writing these newsletters and it’s great to have so many of you tell me you enjoy reading them.  It’s the least I can do to show my appreciation for everything everyone has done for me this year.  Thank you again to EVERYONE, and we’ll see you at the races! 

Until next time,


Nick Christian

Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141

Moshier’s Pool Supply

1020 W. Locust, Canton 

647-4113
Howard’s Auto Salvage

840 Grant Place

647-4549

Biswell Towing

24 Hour Towing Service

647-3110
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