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Welcome!

Welcome to Edition #14 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  After a very long week, motor #3 is installed and I hope we’ve got a keeper this time.  The two previous motors have been almost completely stock.  This new Chevy motor has some performance parts on it that should help get the #91 running closer towards the front than it has been.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:

 
Monday afternoon Gene got the car down to Mike McClasky’s place for me, which luckily is just down the street from where I live.  We started getting everything disconnected from the blown motor and by the end of the night it was ready to come out.  Tuesday night the motor came out and we started doing some work on the new one.  It was pretty much complete but needed a few things done to it.  We threw it in the back of my truck and ran it to the car wash to clean it up some and then gave it a nice coat of paint.  The main reason behind this was to be able to easily identify any oil leaks once we got it going.  Wednesday night saw the new motor get set inside the car and the start of getting everything hooked back up.  Thursday and Friday was more of getting everything hooked back up.  Going from Olds to Chevy provided a few obstacles, but we managed.   Saturday came and there was still a bit of work to do.  Between Gene, Mike, and myself we got it all done and ‘er fired up!  Man that thing sounds great, a big improvement from the stock motors I’ve had before.  It was going on 6 o’clock, so we hurried and loaded up and got down to the track.  We were too late for mud packing laps or even hot laps, but we made it down there none the less.

Heat Race:


My heat race was quickly approaching, but unfortunately, it wasn’t the only thing quickly approaching.  The rains had stayed away from the track the whole day, but one glance at the sky and you could see this fact was soon about to change.   We hurried and got everything loaded up before I went out for my heat race as the sky looked like it could open up at any moment.  I started in the back, 4th, of the heat race because I had gotten there late but was mainly concerned with getting familiar to this new motor.  I could tell as soon as I went out that I was dealing with a whole new monster under the hood.  The green flag flew and I hit the gas.  This motor sure has a lot more pick up than what I have gotten used to, but that’s defiantly a good thing!  I had no idea how hard I could go into the turns with this newfound power, so I let off the gas a little early going into the first turn.  I got back on it and found myself right behind Jim.  I dove down into turn three and had a bit of a run on him, but backed out just a bit because I didn’t want to hit him.  I’m right behind him going down the front stretch.  He goes into turn one low and I go high, but I pushed up the track and had to tap the brake.  About this time I can see Jim starting to smoke.  The next couple of laps I was experimenting, trying to see how hard I can go into the corners.  I wish I had a chance to go out for hot laps so I could have done this then.  I’m still right there with Jim and see that he gets the black flag for his smoking problem.  Once again it was a leaking valve cover gasket.   I take the checkered flag in third place, which is not bad considering the other two cars in the heat were Cliff and another one of the better cars in the hobo class.  As I crossed the finish line, I could feel water splashing on me.  I looked down and my temperature was fine, so I didn’t think it was coming from my radiator.  Sure enough, the skies had opened up and it was raining buckets!


I pulled off the track and headed up top instead of going back down to the pits.  I could see everyone scattering to get out of their pit before they were stuck down there.  I found where all the crew had parked and hurried to get out of the downpour.  We waited it out and the rain stopped about 20 minutes later.  The place was an absolute mud pit though!

Feature Decision Time:

 The officials called all the drivers to a meeting for a vote.  Several of us were ready to go out there and start packing the track back in right then, but enough people just wanted to pack up and go home, so the track owner Morey called the races.  That was too bad for those of us would wanted to race.  Yeah it would have been a late night and the mud was up to your ankles, but we could have raced!  Oh well, we’ll be back next week!  

Thanks:


A big thanks as always to my awesome sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, Howard’s Auto Salvage, and Biswell Towing.  I don’t know how I could have a more friendly and helpful group of sponsors!  You all are just great.  A HUGE thank you this week to Mike McClasky.  He gave me a good deal on this motor and was really cool about me using up his garage space and his tools all this week. Thanks also for the used of his truck and trailer again.  I really do appreciate it!  Gene gets big thanks again as always for all the work he put into getting this new motor in.  Thanks to Roger Howard, as I needed a longer drive shaft for the new motor, which he provided.  Special thanks to my wife Kim, who is turning into a real team player in this whole racing deal and has helped out a lot in the last couple of weeks.  Thanks as always to the pit crew, Dad, Kim, Gene, Jim, and Jody and to Mom for taping again, even though there wasn’t much to record this week!    

In Conclusion:


I got a taste of this new motor and I really like it.  This should help me be able to run up there with the pack and who knows, maybe higher once I get some more seat time.  The next thing I can do to the car to make a big jump is to install a different gear in the rear end.  Right now I am running just a stock gear, which is way too high of a ratio.  Changing this is one of the main things I want to do over the winter.  It should really help out a lot.  

As for the points, none were awarded for Saturday due to the rain out, so I still sit in 11th, 30 points out of 10th.  Jim is only 26 points behind me in 13th place.  It would be great to have us both finish in the top 11 so we both get a chance to thank everyone at the awards banquet in December.  Everyone take care and I hope to see you at the races!!  

Next week is the annual Tough Spoon 100 race.  The Modifieds and Late Models will run a total of 100 laps, while I believe the hobos will run two 15 lap segments for a total of 30 laps.  It will be a great shot at getting a lot of seat time to get used to this new motor.  It is always a great show and I encourage everyone to try and make it down.  For more info on this race and anything else that goes on at the track, go to www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com. 
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Nick Christian
Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141

Moshier’s Pool Supply

1020 W. Locust, Canton 

647-4113
Howard’s Auto Salvage

840 Grant Place

647-4549

Biswell Towing

24 Hour Towing Service

647-3110
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