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Welcome!

Welcome to Edition #13 of the 91 Racing Newsletter.  It has been two weeks since you all last heard from me because we did not race two weeks ago.  There just wasn’t enough time to get the motor put back together after having it all tore apart from the previous week.  We did get the car back out there this past week though. This week’s results bring both good news, and once again terrible news.  Let me catch you all up on what has been going on.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:

 
As you may remember from the last newsletter, I had real big problems with the motor.  I spent most of that week tearing the whole thing down and removing the heads to find out exactly why we had water coming out of the exhaust.  I took the heads to get looked at and it turned out they had been warped.  I had to have them machined down and then put the whole thing back together again.  This proved to be too much to get done in one week, so we had to skip the races two weeks ago.  

Early this past week though we got everything put back together and finally got the car over to my Dad’s place to get painted.  With all the motor troubles I have had this year, there simply has not been time to get this done.  The weeknights have all been spent on getting the motor running.  Finally with this extra week, there was time to get painted and the car sure looks fabulous!  It turned out just how I hoped it would and I think I have a great shot at winning the best appearing hobo award.  If I don’t, I am getting my team of lawyers together and they are going to make sure that all of the pregnant, hanging, and dimpled chads are all counted, even though this isn’t Florida, haha!

 So this past Saturday things are looking great!  The motor is put back together and seems to be running fine, we have a great new paint job, and most of the rain passed by the track, so it’s race time!  The motor did have a bit of a miss in it, so before I took off for the track I grabbed a new set of spark plugs and plug wires.  We got to the track and come to find that the parts store had given me the wrong set of plug wires!  I borrowed a few from Jeff Reedy and they seemed to help out the miss some, but it still sounded like I had a couple of cylinders not firing.  We changed all the spark plugs real quick and just had to go with that.   I went out for hot laps and the car was really cutting out on me bad, especially in the corners.  I came back in and we started poking around to find the problem.  Cliff and Roger came over to help and we found that the two front barrels on the carburetor were not dumping any fuel at all.  We sprayed some cleaner into the fuel line and that cleared them out and they started working again.  Cliff helped tune the carburetor too and everything seemed to be ok again, or so I hoped.  

Heat Race:


Here is where the goods news starts!  I won my heat race!!  Yes I did, I won my first heat race and got my first trophy, and I came from the back of the pack in one lap to do it!  Pretty impressive huh?  Now does it really matter that I was the only car in the heat race?  Nah, no way!  Let me explain, the first heat race in each class is called the trophy dash.  Once you have won a trophy dash, you are not able to race in it again until everyone else has won one.  This allows everyone a chance to get into victory lane.  Well, I just happened to be the only car there this night that had not won a trophy dash, so they sent me out by myself.  I ran one lap and pulled into victory lane for the first time!  So what that it was a ‘gimme’, the fact was I was in victory lane, had my picture taken, and had my named called as the winner!    I was happy about this, but at the same time wish I had at least earned it.  I guess with all the troubles and hard work that has gone into this year, I have earned it.  Still, the first actual race I win will be much sweeter.  Unfortunately, this is where the good news ends.  Read on.

Feature Time:

 In the heat race, the motor still wasn’t running all that great.  I hoped it would at least get me through the night so we could find out what the heck the problem was.  I started 3rd and was ecstatic just to be starting a feature for the first time in a month.  As the pole sitter started to pick up some speed going down the backstretch, I hit the gas to try and stay with him.  There was only one problem, the car would not go!  The green flag flew and the rest of the field bunched up behind me as we came out of turn three.  I finally realized that the car had come out of gear on me.  It was too late though as the yellow flag flew due to everyone getting bunched up and not coming off of four in order.  So we tried it again.  This time I hit the gas coming out of turn three.  I came out of four and the car just died on me.  I reached down to hit the start button.  Click.   I hit the button again.  Click.  Oh no!  I wasn’t sure, but I had a pretty good idea that I had just blown the motor.  I got pushed back to my pit, a long trail of oil following me.  Everyone told me there was a big cloud of smoke right before I stopped.  Yes, I had blown the motor.  I sat in the car for a few minutes, once again in disbelief.  I got out and watched as Jim pulled off the track too.  He had been blacked flagged for smoking.  We looked under his hood and sure enough, he had both a valve cover and header leak that was causing the smoke.  It’s too bad because he was hanging right in there with the pack once again.  We loaded my car up and finally had a chance to look under the hood.  This confirmed that I had indeed ‘grenaded’ the motor.  There were two huge holes in the oil pan, one on each side, which basically means I threw at least two rods and who knows what else.  The hole on the right side was especially huge and oil was just everywhere.  I guess if you’re going to blow a motor, you might as well do it good, and I did!  I was trying to stay in good spirits, but on the inside was crushed once again.  

Thanks:


As I do every week, a big thank you to all of my great sponsors.  Everyone please help support these great businesses because they have been great in supporting me; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, Howard’s Auto Salvage, and Biswell’s Towing.  You have all been really great and it’s nice to have people who understand all of the problems I have had this year.  Big thanks this week to my Dad for the awesome paint job.  My wife Kim helped out quite a bit on this too.  Big thanks to the pit crew this week; Dad, Kim, Jim, Jody, Gene, and Ellen.  Thanks as always to Gene for all the help and the ride down and to Mike for the trailer and truck.  Thanks again to Roger and Cliff for the help down in the pits.  Mom returned to her video taping duties this week, and I thank her for that.  Thanks to everyone else who was helped at any time this year, which may not yet be over.   

In Conclusion:


So the search begins for yet another motor.  I think I have found one that Mike my trailer man has.  It is a 355 Chevy that is basically turnkey and ready to go.  I wouldn’t mind staying with Oldsmobile motors since I have two now that I could use for parts, but those are a little harder to come by and I already have found this Chevy motor.  Besides, I am only 30 points out of 10th place now, but several cars are closing in on me, so I have got to find a motor quick and get it in this week so I can get back out there and get those points. I think we can do it, but it is yet another long week ahead of us!  Wish us luck.  

Until next time,


Nick Christian
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Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141

Moshier’s Pool Supply

1020 W. Locust, Canton 

647-4113
Howard’s Auto Salvage

840 Grant Place

647-4549

Biswell Towing

24 Hour Towing Service

647-3110
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