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Welcome!

Welcome to Edition #15 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  I competed in my first Tough Spoon 100 this past week and had a good finish.  The best part about this week is that once again I had no overheating and the engine is running great!  This type of news has been the best news of all the last couple of weeks.  Let me fill you all in on last Saturday’s action.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:

 
The Tough Spoon 100 is held annually and is probably the most prestigious race of the year.  Everybody wants to be able to say they have won the Tough Spoon.  In the case of the hobos, it was the Tough Spoon 20 as we ran two 10 lap segments.  

With minimal maintenance this past week, we were able to get loaded up and down to the track at a regular time instead of rushing until late Saturday afternoon working on the car.  In fact, Gene loaded the car up and took it down real early.  It’s a good thing he did too as I got a call from him saying that there was a leak in the radiator!  So before we headed down, I picked up some Stop-Leak and also threw an extra radiator in the truck just in case.  I got down to the track and applied the Stop-Leak and thankfully it sealed the hole.  Problem averted!  After what seemed like an eternity, the Modifieds completed their first 50-lap segment and now it was our turn!

First Segment:


I started on the pole for the first segment with Jim starting right behind me in 3rd.  I was pretty excited about this because I knew I had a motor that could keep me up front for a good portion of the race, and that I might even lead a few of laps.  The green flag flies and we are off!  I dive into Turn 1 and can hear the other cars right behind.  I get a little high in Turn 2 and Jim puts a little rub on me.  Going down the backstretch I’m still leading the field.  Jim gets a good run on me going into Turn 3 and we are almost side by side.  Then it happens.  In Turn 4 I get a little loose while at about the same time Jim pushes up the track just a bit.  We make contact and Jim spins out.  I go on, but Jim isn’t so lucky.  Another car coming out of Turn 4 slams Jim smack in the driver side door.  As I come back around I see Jim’s car sitting sideways in Turn 4.  I see him inside with his head laid back and I don’t see him moving.  This scares the hell out of me and I pull past his car a little bit and stop on the track.  Then I see that the ambulance is on its way to the wreck and I throw off my belts to see if I can tell if he is OK.  Somebody from the pits tells me he hurt his collarbone pretty bad and was shaken up quite a bit.  To everyone’s relief, he slowly climbs out of the car and climbs into the ambulance.  He said later that he had blacked out for maybe a minute and was really sore, but otherwise was OK. 


I was still really worried about Jim but knew I had a race to run.  As I was getting strapped back in, one of the officials came over and noticed that the contact Jim and I made had knocked my battery box loose.  I headed into the pits and jumped out.  Dad and Jeff Reedy ran over and secured the box.  I quickly got fastened back in and got back out onto the track, but was two laps down.  I was trying to get the car in the right gear and while I was, the car for some reason died on me. The yellow came out as I drifted to the top of the backstretch.  I’m not sure what happened, but as I drove the car down the embankment of the track, I pushed the button and the car started again.  I’m still at a loss as for why it died of me, but everything seemed to be fine once it started again.  After the restart I was still testing this new motor to see how hard I could go into the turns.  Knowing I was a couple of laps down I decided to play the survival game and just stay out of trouble.  The strategy worked as more cars fell out and I finished the first segment in 5th place.  I was happy with my finish but was still pretty worried about Jim.  I get back to the pits and he says he was fine and was just shaken up.  He was already trying to repair the car to get back out for the second segment.  Now that is a racers’ mentality!  

Second Segment:

 I started 5th in Segment #2.  Most of the cars that had gone out in the first segment were back.  Jim made it back out after fixing a broken tie rod and a bent spindle.  I had no idea how many laps down I was or which of the other cars were on the same lap as me, but decided it really didn’t matter, I was going to race them all.  The green flag flies and we are off.  I am still experimenting with the power I now have at my disposal, going into each turn harder and harder.  I am running in the middle of the pack.  I get loose a couple of times and Jim and another car get by me.  I get straight again and want to get back up there and try for a pass.  I try too hard though and coming out of turn four I get really loose the back end starts to swing around.  I have to hit the brakes hard to avoid the wall.  I get back going again and find myself all alone on the track.  As much as I wanted to catch back up, this didn’t bother me a whole lot because I knew I could experiment without wrecking anybody else.  I decided to see just how hard I can go and tear into Turn 1 wide open.  It didn’t work!  I looped the car around and brought out a yellow flag.  The car was fine and honestly, the spin was kind of fun!  At least now I was caught up with the field again and could try for a pass.  I got a little too anxious trying to stay up and get real loose in Turn 2, almost spinning again.  I complete the rest of the race and ended up in 6th place, not too shabby.  Only 3 cars finished on the lead lap, so if my battery box had not of come loose, I more than likely would have finished in 4th.  Oh well, with the luck I’ve had this year, I was happy just to have a motor still running and not having it overheat.  It will take some more practice, but I’ll get used to this beefy motor soon enough.  
Thanks:


A big thank you to all my sponsors that have stuck with me this year.  It has been a growing pain year and all your help and support is really appreciated.  Thanks to all of you; Don’s Painting, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Sherwin-Williams Paint, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Howard’s Auto Salvage, and Biswell Towing.  A big thank you to the pit crew as always; Dad, Jim, Jody, Kim, Gene, Ellen and JJ.  Thanks once again to Mike for the use of his trailer and truck.  I don’t know how I’d be getting down to the track with out Mike this year!  Thanks to Roger, Cliff, and Jeff for the help in the pits and the tidbits of advice. This summer has been the best of my life, and I couldn’t have done this without everyone’s help.  I truly do appreciate everyone! 

In Conclusion:


Next week is the 2001 Season Championship race.  It is the last points race of the season and maybe my last race of the year.  There are 3 more events on the calendar this year (after this next week), but I am not sure in which of those the Hobos will be running. I am still sitting in the 11th spot in points, 34 behind 10th place.  If the 10th place car does not show up, I should be able to overtake him.  Otherwise, 11th place looks wrapped up as long as I show up; 12th place Jim is 20 points behind me.  With this being the last point race, I hope everybody can make it to the races!  Give me a call if you need directions, 647-3085.  I hope to see everyone there!

Until next time,


Nick Christian
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Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141

Moshier’s Pool Supply

1020 W. Locust, Canton 

647-4113
Howard’s Auto Salvage

840 Grant Place

647-4549

Biswell Towing

24 Hour Towing Service

647-3110
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