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Welcome!

Welcome to Edition #11 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  I have good, bad, and promising news this week.  Let’s start out with the good.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:


The good news is that we got the new 350 Olds motor in this week.  It was a ton of work and we almost didn’t make it.  In fact, we didn’t get done until almost 5:30pm Saturday, right at the threshold of getting to the track on time.  Everything was pretty much done Friday afternoon, but we just could not get the motor to turn over very easily.  We got it to go a couple of times, but it was really difficult.  Saturday we finally figured out that the starter was probably bad so we took it to get it tested.  Sure enough, it was bad.  We also realized that the starter we had was for a 307 motor and might not be big enough to turn over the 350 motor.   I bought a new starter, but when I got it home we found it was too big to fit up on the motor.  The pipe coming off of the exhaust manifold was in the way.  So I took that starter back and got a smaller one like the one for the 307.  We installed it, but it still didn’t work.  Cliff Howard (the 2000 Hobo Champion) had stopped by to help out and looked over everything.  He had a couple of suggestions, which included a different distributor, but we still could not get the motor to turn over.  Finally we figured the problem had to be that the 307 starter just didn’t have enough kick to turn over the 350 motor.  So, I went back to get the bigger starter again while Gene got the exhaust pipe out of the way.  I installed the starter, and the motor fired right up!  We wasted the whole day messing with other stuff when we should have just gone with the bigger starter to begin with.  Oh well, that wasn’t the biggest problem we faced all week.  Monday night I dropped a bolt down in the intake, so we had to take it off and wait 2 days to get a new intake gasket pan set.  Wednesday night we were putting the carb on and Gene broke off a bolt in the intake.  This meant we had to take the intake off the 307 and put it on the 350.  This is the very reason I wanted to go from Olds to Olds on this motor switch.  This all ended well though as we loaded up and threw everything we needed in Gene’s truck and did get the car to the track on time.  


We had a few things to finish up once we got to the track.  We got them done and I got out to pack the track late.  There weren’t many cars on the track so I threw it into low gear and got on the gas.  The motor really had some pick up and I even had to let go of it a couple of times.  Man this was great!  It was really excited to have some power!  


I went out for hot laps (practice laps) and could tell that something was already different.  I didn’t feel the power I had felt while packing the track.  I came in and was overheating already.  Cliff came over and was helping again.  He suggested a bigger fan and boxing in my fan shroud some more would really help.  We weren’t sure what had happened to my power, but hoped everything would be OK for the heat race.   

Heat Race:


I started on the pole of the first heat race and was excited with the chance of winning the race. I pulled out of my pit and went to put the car in drive, but it died on me.  I tried to get it started again and finally did.  This was a big damper and now I just hoped it would stay running on me.  The green flag flew and I stepped on the gas.  Again, the motor didn’t have that power and I felt like I had the 307 in again.  I could feel water spraying up on me with a couple of laps to go and knew I was getting hot again.  I decided not to push it and finished last in the heat race.  I pulled in and the crew was there with the water bottle waiting.  We got the engine to cool down, but it was still running hot.  We also noticed some oil leaking from somewhere, but it was too hot to get under the car to check from where.  From there I went up to the stands at halftime to say hi to everyone. 

Feature Time:

I knew I had to make the decision whether or not to run the feature.  I recognized the fact that if I blew this motor that I was done for the year.  So with our over heating problem and oil leak, I decided not to risk it.  There will be other weeks.  We’ll go over the motor better this week and identify any problems.  The main one we know is the over heating and we have a good idea how to fix that.  The oil seems to be coming from the oil pan gasket, which won’t be too hard to replace.  I’m sure we can get the motor up and going good.  Cliff told me himself I’ve got a good motor, and he would know.  Part of the problem also could be that this motor was rebuilt two years ago and has been sitting ever since.  It probably just needs to be broken in.  I still earned 30 points for the week, which puts me up into 11th position in the season points standings.  Tenth place is a little ways away and may take a few weeks to get, but I think we can make it.

So with that I served as part of Jim’s pit crew for the feature.  He was running good but started to smoke.  He slowed down but wasn’t coming in the pits for some reason.  We later found out he had lost his brakes, which is where the smoke was probably coming from, and couldn’t slow down enough to make the turn into the pits.  He was also overheating.  It was not a very good week for either of us, but we both realize this is our first year and that we are going to have these growing pains.    

Thanks:


As always, big thanks and appreciation go out to all my sponsors: Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Sherwin-Williams Paints, Moshier’s Pool Supply, and Biswell Towing.  An enormous thank you to Gene, who helped me do most of the work this week pulling the old motor and getting the new one in.  I absolutely could not have done it without you Gene-O!  Big thanks also go to my brother-in-law Jody Johnson, Cliff Howard, Kim, and to Gene’s nephew Anthony for the help this week.  Big thanks to the pit crew this week: Gene, Jody, Dad, Jim, Jody, and Kim.  Thanks also to Nick Halbert for the use of his engine hoist once again and to Mike McClasky for the use of his trailer.  Thanks also to Jim, who is letting me use one of his bigger radiators.  Too bad it still didn’t help my overheating problem!

In Conclusion:


So I’ve given you the good and the bad news.  The promising news is that I think we’ve got a really good motor, we just need to tinker with it some more to get it where it needs to be.  This week the speedway is trying out a different format in all the classes.  The hobos will be running 3 separate 8-lap races, for a total of 24 laps.  If it looks like we can get the overheating problem solved, then we will probably run.  If we can’t keep the motor cool though, then it will be pointless to go down because once it gets too hot, the motor simply will not start again.  So we have yet another busy week ahead of us to get the car ready for Saturday.  I am really learning just how much work and money go into this crazy hobby called racing, that is why I truly do appreciate all my sponsors and people that help me week in and week out.  As always, check out all the results at www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com. Hope to see you all at the races!    

Until next time,


Nick Christian
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Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141

Moshier’s Pool Supply

1020 W. Locust, Canton 

647-4113
Biswell Towing

24 Hour Towing Service

647-3110
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