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Welcome!

 Welcome to Edition #10 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  I have not so good news this week. My motor isn’t dead, but it is really really sick.  In fact yesterday I began disconnecting it so we can drop a new motor in the car this week.  Here are all the details.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:

Thursday night Gene and I took off the right side valve cover to fix a small oil leak and noticed that there was not much oil on the valves.  We started the motor up and there was almost no oil coming out of the push rods.  We took off the rocker arms and the push rods and blew air through the rods to try to clean them out.  Chances are as hot as the motor got last week that it gummed everything up.  There still was not a lot of oil pumping through, but enough that it would hopefully get us by.  We had to cross our fingers and hoped for the best.  

We got down to the track and unloaded.  My sister Sara and her boyfriend Matt came down to the pits this week.  I didn’t know about it so it was a nice surprise.  During mud packing laps, Sarah rode with me and Matt rode with Jim.  I think they both had fun even though mud was flying all around from every direction.  The motor got a little hot during mud laps and was hard to get started to go out for hot laps.  After hot laps it was still pretty warm and the radiator was already overflowing.  

Heat Race:

There were only three cars in the first heat this week.  Let me explain that the first heat race in each class is called the Trophy Dash, where the winner receives a trophy.  They only put cars in this heat who have not won a trophy dash during the year so hopefully everyone eventually wins one.  The three cars in this heat were my teammate Jim, the car I out ran last week, and myself.  I knew Jim had the best shot at winning, but I hoped for the best.  The green flag flew and we were off.  My motor was really bogging down and just wouldn’t get going.  I again had it floored the whole way around the track and couldn’t keep up.  The good thing is that Jim fought hard with the other car and won the heat race!  I was really happy for him!  I pulled into my put and Dad was there waiting with the spray bottle of water to help cool the engine down.  While he was doing this, he could hear it. I had a rod knocking which meant that the engine wasn’t going to last much longer.

Feature Time:


I again had a stroke of luck (whether it was good or bad I’m not sure) and started second again in the feature.  This time though I knew the motor wasn’t running good so I decided to take it a little easy and try to save it as much as I could.  I figured if I could finish the race than perhaps a few cars would drop out and I could finish a little higher.  That plan never got a chance to go into effect.  Most of the field went by me by the end of the first lap.  I thought I was all by myself, but coming out of turn four on lap two, a car hit me in the backend and for some reason, the car died on me.  I’m still not sure what made it die, but I could not get it started again.  I pulled to the very bottom of the track and hoped I could coast to the pits without causing any wrecks or a yellow.  I eventually got it into the pits but had to be pushed down to my pit stall.  One car did not make it out for the feature, so I ended up in 9th place, earning me 32 points and $25.  That does move me into 12th place, up another two spots in the season points standings.  11th position is only 6 points away, so I hope to be able to move up to that spot after next week.  Looking up the standings, it may take a couple of more weeks, but I think we can break that top 10 before long!

Thanks:

As always, enormous thanks go out to all my sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Sherwin-Williams Paints, Moshier’s Pool Supply, and now Biswell Towing.  Richie Biswell has helped me out a ton with parts and tools and I’m happy to list him as a sponsor.  You have all been great!  Thanks to the pit crew: Dad, Gene, Kim, Jim, Jody, Sarah, and Matt.  Congratulations to Jim and Jody on that first heat race win!  Hopefully I’ll get caught up with you in the department soon!  Thanks to Mom for taping once again and to everyone else up there in turn one cheering me on.  A big pre-thanks to everyone who will be helping in changing motors this week.  We’ve got a lot of work to do.   

In Conclusion:


We do have a lot of work to do this week but hopefully this 350 Oldsmobile motor I’m putting in the car will offer a lot more power that will allow me to get up there and run better.  My days of flat footing with out breaking are hopefully over with this new engine.  My dad acquired this engine when he bought his Thunder Truck, but wants to run a Chevy engine, so we worked out a deal for the Olds motor. Plus, going from Olds to Olds should make the transition a lot easier and I have extra parts from the 307 in case I need them. The new plan is to run this motor for the rest of the year and have it rebuilt for racing this winter, or I may want to switch and have a 350 Chevy motor built up.  Again, I just have to remember that this is a learning year.  As always you can track mine and everyone else’s results and progress at www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com.  Thanks again to everyone! 

Until next time,


Nick Christian
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Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141

Moshier’s Pool Supply

1020 W. Locust, Canton 

647-4113
Biswell Towing

24 Hour Towing Service

647-3110
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