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Welcome…

 to Edition #9 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!!  I have better news this week for all of you.  We finished 6th in the feature again and once more came out with minimal damage.  Here are the details.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:

We once again spent a good part of the week getting my buddy and now teammate Jim’s car ready to go, and I’m happy to say he finally got his car out there Saturday! Thursday night though, I had to get some work done on my car.  Gene and I were messing around with a few things and made a discovery. The 1-inch spacer I installed last week for the restrictor plate was the wrong type! In fact it was not allowing the butterflies on the carburetor to fully open, thus the engine was not getting enough fuel. This explains why I could not get the car going very well last week. I went out and got the proper spacer and installed it Saturday morning.  We also finally got the Hoosier racing tires mounted onto the car. I had been running regular street tire on the car. We got everything loaded up and headed to the track.

We got unloaded and did a few minor things to the car before heading out for hot laps. I went out and I could defiantly tell the motor had its power back from the first week. This was a big relief and even though I wasn’t breaking any speed records, I wasn’t poking along like last week either.  After getting several problems sorted out, Jim was out there hot lapping too.  It was fun to finally race with him, as we’ve been talking about doing this for over a year now.  I did have one first during hot laps, as I cut my right front tire.  The Hoosier tires are much bigger than the ones I had on, and the fender cut into it. I got back in the pits and Dad got one of the spares changed.  Luckily I had brought a couple of the smaller tires with us so I wouldn’t have this problem again the rest of the night.

Heat Race:

The time for our heat race rolled around and Jim and I started side by side in the second row of the first heat race.  Only four cars were in the race, so we both thought we had a chance to do well.  The green flag flew and we were off.  Jim has a pretty decent motor in his car and broke away from me at the start.  I kept testing to see how hard I could go into the corners without spinning the car out.  I found I could pretty much flatfoot it with my right foot while tapping the brake with my left foot.  That was fun and I finally got the car to slide around the corners some instead of just driving it through the turns.  I could see Jim a little bit ahead of me closing in on the 2nd place car.  He dove down hard going into turn 1 and picked up second place.  I was starting to close in on that car too but ran out of laps and finished 4th.  I was really happy for Jim though.  For him to finish second in his first heat race was pretty awesome!

Feature Time:

We had gone up to the stands for a while to say hi to everyone and when we walked back down I took a look at the line up sheet for the feature.  I got pretty nervous when I saw I was starting 3rd!  So far and had started every race in the back, and now I’m starting on the inside of row #2, or so I thought.  We were pitting down by Cliff Howard and I was telling him how nervous, but excited I was to be starting 3rd. Then he told me that the car who was supposed to start on the pole had already left, which meant that I was now starting on the front row!! I was a little tense about this, but knew it had to happen sometime and that I needed to learn to race up front, so I took it as a challenge. I told myself not to back down and just go out there as hard as I could.  Cliff was starting right behind me, and I told him I would go high going into turn one on the first lap so I wouldn’t hold him up.  It didn’t take that long though.  The green flag flew and before I know it, Cliff moves his way between myself and the pole sitter and blows right by me.  After that I went as hard as I could into turn one.  A couple of the other faster cars went under me and were gone.  It seems like the hobo class is really two different classes. You have the same 3 or 4 cars that have been racing for several years running up front every week and then there are the rest of us. Lap two comes and Jim gets right next to me on the bottom side.  Coming out of turn two he gives me a little unintentional rub and powers past me going down the backstretch.  He apologized for it later but truthfully, I don’t even remember him doing it. I keep the gas floored and am trying to brake less and less each time I go around, attempting to get the car to slide through the turns. It seems that with me not having to lift off the gas in the corners, that I am a little faster than some of the other cars in the turns, but that I am getting out muscled down the straight-aways.  I’m going as hard as I can and see Jim not too far in front of me.  I can see him starting to smoke a little bit.  The three leading cars come around and lap me on the front stretch, with Cliff leading the way.  By the time I get to turn one, he and another car are spun around, bringing out a yellow flag.  This allows Jim to move up to 4th with myself in 6th with 10 laps down and 5 to go.  It also allows me get my lap back.  The wreck must not have been Cliff’s fault as he got his spot up front back.  We restart the race and I was determined to try and keep the car that was sent to the back, as well as the 7th place car I was leading, behind me.  I stayed in front of both cars coming out of two, but the one car got right up beside me going into three.  Coming out of four he slid up into me a little bit but I kept my line and traded some paint with him.  However, again the straightaway killed me and that car got by.  I could see Jim in front of me and he was starting to smoke a little bit more.  Unfortunately he ended up getting black flagged for this with a few laps to go.  He said he was getting ready to take it in anyway because the car was overheating in him.  I saw him slowing down coming out of turn two and that I was quickly coming up on him.  He was running a little bit high going down the backstretch and I was right behind him.  I decided to pass him high but hoped I had enough room to do so.  I got real high going into turn three and passed him without any trouble.  It’s too bad he had to go in then.  He had a good run going, especially for his first night out.  Two laps to go and I could hear that other car behind me.  There was no way I was going to let him get by me though.  I knew I was in 6th and wanted to stay there.  I went hard the next couple of laps and tried not to tap the brake much.  It paid off as I held him off to take 6th!!   That finished earned me 40 points, which by my calculations puts me 14th in points, up from 16th last week.  Positions 13 and 12 are not too far away, and if everything keeps going well, hopefully I can break into the top ten before too long.  It went to pull in the pits and everyone was pulling their trailers out, blocking me from getting to my pit.  The engine had been running a little warm on me, and now it was getting hot!  I finally pulled into my pit and the engine died.  We were out of water, so we had to just let it sit there for a while to let it cool before we started it again.  The temp gauge was reading 265 degrees, not good!  In fact, we couldn’t get it to start again and had to push it up on the trailer.  Luckily the next morning it was cooled down and started right up.  Everything should be ok, let’s hope so. 

Thanks!:

As always, a huge thank you to all my sponsors, including my newest one, Moshier’s Pool Supply in Canton.  They had agreed to sponsor my dad’s race truck, but since he won’t have it ready until next year, he got Moshier’s to agree to split the money between both Jim and myself.  Welcome aboard Moshier’s, I really appreciate your contribution, as well as all the help from Don’s Painting, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Sherwin-Williams, and Shandi’s Music and More.  Big thanks to the entire pit crew this week: Dad, Jim, Jody, Kim, and Gene.  Thanks as always to Mike for the trailer and to Richie Biswell of Biswell Towing for the use of the tire machine.  Big thanks to everyone there in turn one cheering me on!      

In Conclusion:


I keep getting more and more comfortable out there every week.  It was a big relief to have the motor running better this week.  We started messing around with tire pressures and a few chassis adjustments this week too which I think will help.  Maybe I’ll get lucky and pick off one of these heat races soon.  I just know that I’m having the time of my life right now.  Once again, and big thank you to everyone involved that has helped make this possible!  As always, be sure to check my progress at www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com.  

Until next time,


Nick Christian
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Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Shandi’s Music and More

24 S. Main Street, Canton

647-9434

Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141
Moshier’s Pool Supply

1020 W. Locust, Canton 

647-4113
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