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Welcome to Edition #8 of the 91 Racing Newsletter.  Well, I have both good and disappointing news this week.  The good news is that we made it through another week without any damage and no wrecks.  The disappointing news is that is looks like my motor just isn’t going to be able to keep up with the other cars without having some work done to it.  Let me fill you in on this week’s events.

We spent a good part of the week trying to get my buddy Jim’s car ready to go, but Friday and Saturday I had to get mine ready to race.  Friday night I went and picked up my restrictor plate from the track owner Morey.  The hobo class requires a restrictor plate to be run.  The restrictor plate is just a metal plate with four holes drilled in it.  This is placed between the intake and carburetor.  It restricts the amount of air allowed into the engine to mix with the fuel, thus slowing the car down.  Lloyd and I got the plate and 1-inch spacer needed installed Friday night.  Saturday I had to get the fuel line hooked back to the carburetor, but there was a problem.  With the plate and spacer, the carb sat about 1¼ higher than before, so the line would not reach.  After trying several different approaches including buying a new line, which I messed up, my Dad (who stopped by to help me out) and I decided to cut the line and just clamp a rubber hose down to each side of the line.  It worked pretty well and didn’t leak.  The other problem I had to deal with Saturday was a small valve cover leak.  I took off the cover and applied some sealant and put the cover back on.  While tightening the cover back on, I snapped one of the bolts off!  I almost had a heart attack!  I called around to a few people and was told since it was a bolt and the top side of the valve cover, that it shouldn’t be a problem as long as I gooped it up with some more sealant.  After that we loaded up and were ready to go.

We got down to the track and got the car unloaded.  Dad and I went to check the transmission fluid and all of a sudden we had water spraying everywhere!  There was a small whole in the upper radiator hose!  I ran down to Cliff Howard’s pit and thankfully he had an extra that he let me borrow.  We threw it on real quick and I got out just in time to pack the track.  It came time for hot laps and I went on out.   I could really tell the difference in the motor with the restrictor plate on.  I was still taking it a little easy but decided to go into the corner full throttle.  I did and came out of it without spinning.  That was pretty exciting.  

Saturday night was Mid Season Championship night, so they lined up the heat races by points.   I started last in the 2nd heat race.  There were only four cars in the heat so I knew I would at least get to see my number up on the scoreboard!  The heat races were shortened because it was Mid Season Championship (driver introductions take too long) and by the end of 4 laps, I finished 3rd by means of one car spinning out on the last lap.  I tried the full throttle thing again for a couple of laps but still just didn’t have much power in the motor.

Feature time rolled around and time for the driver introductions.  One of the things they do at the Mid Season Championship is have all the drivers line up on the straightaway before the feature and introduce them to the crowd.  It was pretty cool to hear all my family and friends in turn one yelling for me when they called my name. Thanks everyone!  I was the last one to be introduced so I didn’t have much time to get into the car and get buckled in.  In fact, I only had time to get one glove on and raced the whole feature Michael Jackson style!  The green flag flew and we were off.  The pack really left me at the line, but I was doing the best I could.  I decided this time to not lift off the gas once and see what happened.  There were no yellows in the race and I had it to the floor the whole time. It was really incredible to go around the corners full throttle, and the car handled good.  I never felt the backend start to slide out on me.  Unfortunately, the motor just wasn’t enough as I ended up getting lapped and finished in 8th place.  I earned 36 points and $30.  That should be enough to put me into 16th place in the season points standings by my calculations, up 3 spots from last week.  My goal for this year is to keep going out there and hopefully wind up in the top 10 in points by the end of the year. I’m not sure if we need to tune the motor differently with the restrictor plate on, put some more money into the motor, or try to just find a bigger motor.  For the next few weeks at least, I’m going to just have to go with what I’ve got. I really want to be able to get up there and race with those guys though.  Hey Dave, don’t feel bad about the motor I got from you, it’s just that no one else is running an all stock 307 Olds.  Most of them are running built up 355 Chevy motors. Hopefully we can do a little work on the motor this week and identify a few things that can help it run stronger.  I just have to keep in mind that I’m racing for fun and for seat time.  For the time being, my plan is to do what I can with what I’ve got for now and get a racing engine built up over the winter.      

I guess I can’t be too disappointed any time I finish a race in one piece.  We didn’t over heat this week and broke nothing.  Maintenance this week is minimal, as I just have to service the fluids, get a new radiator hose, check for loose bolts, and replace a seal in the transmission.  We did identify that as the source of a transmission leak I was having.  We’re pretty sure it got ruined when someone (who once again will remain nameless to protect my identity) tried to bang the drive shaft in.  I’m still having a blast out there and am starting to get a good feel of the track.  It was really cool to see my name on the point sheet as well as buying a picture of myself racing around the track.  As disappointed as I was this week, this is all still a dream come true.  

A huge thank you as always to every one of my sponsors.  Your support as always is truly appreciated.  Big thanks go to my Dad for the use of his truck, the help, and for being the pit crew this week!  Thanks to Lloyd and Gene for the help on the car this week and to Lloyd’s dad Bill for helping us get those bolt holes drilled into the restrictor plate. Thanks again to Mike for the use of his trailer.  Thanks to Cliff Howard for the radiator hose. Without him we wouldn’t have ran Saturday.  You guys have my vote for most helpful pit crew!  Thanks to everyone cheering for me in the stands.  Maybe if you all get out there and push I won’t get lapped next week!  Jim, we didn’t get your car ready to go this week, and I felt incomplete without you out there to pass me as well, so let’s get that thing ready this week!  Thanks for your help and tool borrowing as always!  

I hope to see you all the races this week.  There is a special UMP Late Model Nationals race on Wednesday, July 4th.  I was planning on running in it, but learned Saturday that they choose not to run hobos at the show.  It should be a heck of a show with all the top Late Model drivers in the country racing for $5,000!  For more information on this show, or to check out all the other results from this past week, head on over to www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com!  Everyone have a happy and safe 4th of July!! 

Until next time,


Nick Christian
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Please patronize my terrific sponsors!!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

** Free Estimates! **

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Shandi’s Music and More

24 S. Main Street, Canton

647-9434

Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141
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