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Dear sponsors and fans,


Welcome to Edition #7 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! I know it’s been three weeks since my last newsletter, but I have great news, the car finally got done and we raced Saturday!!!  I wanted to call everyone, but we really pushed the time envelope Saturday and I didn’t have a chance to call all of you.  There has been so much work done since the last newsletter, that I’m not sure I can remember it all, so I’ll skip all of that.  Let’s just say there was work being done until 10:30 Friday night and from 6:30am until 4:30pm on Saturday to get the car finally done and ready to go.  The bottom line is that it got finished!  We ran into several problems along the way, the biggest being the drive shaft.  The new one I had cut was still an inch too long, so someone (who will remain nameless to protect my identity…..I mean HIS OR HER identity) attempted to get the shaft to fit by pounding it with a hammer.  Bad idea!  This didn’t get the shaft to fit and worse yet, we couldn’t get it back out of the transmission!  It took us half the day Saturday to finally get it out and to have Mike down the street cut a little more off of it.  Finally the drive shaft got installed, and we were ready to go!  I started it up and the car moved on it’s own for the first time!  I drove it up the street a few times to see how it ran.  Man that was fun to actually drive it for the first time!  The van still isn’t running the greatest, so we decided to use my dad’s truck to haul the car to the track.  Mike brought the trailer down to us and we got it all hooked up and got the truck loaded up.  Everyone went home for a bit to shower and rest up for a few minutes anyway.  We met back at my place soon after and headed down to the track.


It was so weird pulling into the track without the intention of watching or working but instead to actually race.  After registering the car we headed to the pits and the pit crew of Dad, Kim, Jim, Jody, and Gene got the car unloaded.  I got a lot of  “It’s about time” speeches from several people in the pits!  A track official came over to inspect the car.  Everything passed, with the exception of a couple very minor things that I will have to do for next week.  After that we just kind of sat around and waited.  It felt really weird because I felt like we should be working on the car since that’s all we’ve done for the past several weeks.  It was so unbelievable that it was actually done!  The time came and I went out to pack the track.  I had done this before with my truck a couple of times and I’ve also ridden with people a time or two, but it was still fun to be out there.  I put my laps in and headed back to the pits.  Then they poured a little more water on the track so I headed back out.  Kim rode with me this time and I think she had fun.  She’s been dreading this day while at the same time being excited for me.  She’s just worried I’m going to get hurt, and I can understand that.  We got back to the pits and I was kind of relieved and just sitting around.  Then I forgot, I had to get ready for hot laps, my first chance to get out there and really race!  I got all strapped in and ready to go.  I had told myself just to take it easy and get used to driving the car and get a feel for the track.  I did just that and it was a ton of fun.  I didn’t break any speed records, but I didn’t spin out or break anything either, so that made me happy.

  After the drivers’ meeting we headed up to the stands to say hi to everyone.  My whole family was there along with Kim’s.  It was great to have everyone there for my first race.  I transformed back into spectator for a while then we went back to the pits.  After what seemed like forever, it was finally time for my first heat race.  I looked at the line up and couldn’t believe it!  I was in the same race with the top five cars in points!  Luckily I started in the back, so I didn’t have to worry about causing any wrecks or getting banged around.  I took it easy again but pushed a little harder each lap.  I was trying to find that threshold of how fast I can turn without spinning out.  I ended up last in my heat but that was to be expected.  The car felt pretty good and the engine ran all right.  I’m not going to have the motor to stay up there with some of those guys, but for my first year, it will do just fine.  I pulled into our pit and before I could get out of the car my Dad handed me a bag and told me to open it.  It was a diaper!  I threw back to him and said there’s no way I need this!  I was actually surprisingly calm out on the track.  I thought I’d be a nervous wreck, but I felt pretty good.  I climbed out and with a big smile said, “I think I’m gonna like this racing stuff!”  Man it was fun.  I know I wasn’t able to keep up with the other cars, but I still had a blast and couldn’t wait to get back into the car for the feature.  

Hobos ran last this week (hobos and truck swap positions in the line up each week) so it was a long wait until the feature.  The time finally came and I got strapped in again.  I started 12th, the last car again.  I got in line and we were off!  I kept taking the low line around the track but a big hole had developed in turn two not quite in the middle of the turn.  I was doing my best not to hit it and was doing a pretty good job of it.  I was staying up as best I could.  I was more interested in racing the track instead of the other cars though.  There were several yellows during the race and before I knew it, I had moved up to 8th place because of cars dropping out.  After one restart, I had a car pass me high in turn 3.  Coming out of 4 I tried to cut underneath him and make a pass.  I’m not sure what happened, but next thing I knew I was looking at the wall.  I hit the brakes and tried to get the car straighten out.  After a few fishtails down the front stretch, I got going again but had fallen way behind.  The next time around I did the same thing, only not quite as bad.  A few more yellows and a few more cars dropped out.  Next thing I know I look up at the scoreboard and the car in front of me is in 5th place!  I really wanted to see my number 91 up on the scoreboard (it displays the top 5) so I started pushing a little harder.  I was keeping up with the 5th place car and had a couple chances to get a good run on him.  Then, I went into turn 2 and got a little too high.  I ran right over that big hole. The car bounced me around and came out of gear.  I was worried because I knew the shifting linkage we rigged up wasn’t the greatest.  I coasted down the backstretch and finally got the car back in gear.  This put me way behind again with only a couple of laps left.  I took the checkered flag and was ecstatic to finish 6th my first night out!  Even better was the fact I didn’t tear anything up.  I got back to the pits and shut the car off.  The engine started smoking pretty good so we hurried and got the hood off.  The radiator was overflowing pretty badly.  My temperature gauge was only reading about 200 (220 is getting too hot) but it acted like it was a lot hotter.  We let it cool down for a bit while getting everything packed up.  It looks like I’m going to have to find a bigger radiator.  Aside from the engine getting hot and breaking a bolt of the left rear shock (which may be the reason I almost lost it a couple of times) there was no other damage.  First night, minimal damages, no spins, no flat tires, and a 6th place finish; I couldn’t have asked for much more than that!  My finish earned me 40 points (out of 50) and $40.  All in all, it was a great night.  My dream finally realized, I went home and crashed from exhaustion!  Better than crashing on the track, huh?  

Man, I have so many people to thank.  As much as I appreciated my sponsors, the first two thanks must go to Jim Jorgenson and Gene Wheeler.  These two guys helped me do most of the work on the car over the past few months and I absolutely, positively could not have done this without them!  Of course a big thank you to my great sponsors; Don’s Painting, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Sherwin-Williams, and Shandi’s Music.  I’m learning how expensive it is to race, and your support has been essential in making this possible.  You all have been very patient while the car was being completed and I thank you all for your support.  I hope you all make it down next week!  I also want to thank everyone else who helped work on the car; my Dad (also for the truck and support), Lloyd, Kim, Jody, Ellen, and anyone else who turned one bolt or handed one tool.  Special thanks to Mike McClasky for the trailer and the welding; Roger Howard for the drive shaft, transmission, and advice; Richie Biswell for the parts; Phil Johns for the help and advice; Nick Halbert for the engine hoist; Mom for taping my first race; my other Mom Dottie for all the encouragement (including my first post-race interview with the hot dog shaped microphone!), and anyone else I might be forgetting.  I hope I have everyone, I really do. A special thank you to my wife Kim.  She has had to put up with me on a daily basis while the car was being completed.  She didn’t always make things easy herself, but I have had a one track mind the past several weeks and I appreciate her being a patient as she has been.  I know this hasn’t been easy for her and that I really scared her when I was heading into the wall Saturday.  Thanks for being there for me, and I love you.  

Ever since Kim took me to my first race 9 years ago I have dreamed of this past Saturday.  I truly and whole hearted appreciate every single thing that every single person has done to make this finally become a reality.  I can’t wait for next week already!  Hopefully with a little more fine-tuning and some more seat time, we’ll be getting closer to the front every week.  

Anyone who plans on going to watch the races in the weeks to come, the 91 racing fans usually sit in the turn 1 side of the bleachers.  If you’re planning on coming down, please give me a call @ 647-3085.  If any of you want to come to the pits, I have room for passengers during mud laps!  Be sure to check out all my results at http://www.geocities.com/srspeedway/hobo.htm .  This week we have to get a few things done to my car and work hard to get Jim’s car done for Saturday!  Can’t wait to be out there racing with you buddy!  Thank you again to everyone!

Until next time,

Nick Christian  

My Great Sponsors:

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

**Free Estimates!**

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Shandi’s Music and More

24 S. Main Street, Canton

647-9434

Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141


