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__________________________________________________________

Dear sponsors and fans,

Welcome to Edition #5 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  Well, we still have not got the car ready yet, but it is close.  I know I said we would probably be ready a couple of weeks ago, but there was a lot more to do than I estimated.  Those ‘several little things’ that needed to be done have taken a lot more time and effort to get done than I thought they would.  It is really amazing how much goes into getting a racecar going.  I am learning that now and trying to be patient about it.  Let me tell what has gotten done.

We got the car down to Mike McClasky.  He lives down the street from me and is the same Mike that I am borrowing the trailer from.  We found out one thing while pulling the car up the road with a chain tied to the back of Gene’s car, the brakes work!  Not well, but they work.  Add, “Fill with brake fluid” to the list of things to do.  Anyway, Mike did some welding for me and did a fine job of it.  He welded in the motor mounts, which we elected to do as opposed to bolting them in.  Bolting them in would have required new holes to be drilled into the frame, and then finding room for bolts, nuts, and ratchets.  If you’ve ever tried this, it’s not fun.  We had to do this to get the motor mounts out of the Olds we took the motor out of and it was a real chore!  All in all, it would have been a real pain to bolt the motor mounts in, so welding them saved a lot of headache.  The only problem with this is that if we change motors someday and go with something other than an Olds engine, the mounts will have to be ground off so new mounts can be put in.  Hopefully our engine lasts and we don’t have that problem!  Mike also welded the rear bumper on and a screen in the front to protect the radiator.  There are a couple of other minor things that we need welded, and we’ll get those soon.  

With the motor mounts in and the engine lined up, we got the transmission mounted in place for the last time.  We did some more work on the engine, getting fuel, water and vacuum lines plugged up.  Gene made a brace for the radiator to fit into and we got it and the radiator mounted and bolted in.  We flipped the switch, pushed the button, and again the car came alive!  Man it’s so great to hear it fire up!  We looked to see if the transmission that we had worries about was turning.  It was, so it looks like we don’t have to worry about that.  That was a real big relief!  With the water pump belt not hooked up we didn’t run the motor too long, but it sounded good while it was going.  We sat down and made a list of everything left to do and I was again surprised by the amount of work that still needs to be done.  Mostly minor things, but they have to be done.  The three major things are getting the drive shaft hooked up, getting the power steering unit mounted and hooked up, and getting the transmission lines hooked up.  We also still have to hook up the throttle cable, the transmission linkage, service all the fluids, get the front shocks in, and a list of other things.  

We’ve also done a bit of work on the van.  We have got it up and running and cleaned it up some.  My wife still says it’s ugly, but hey, it’s going to work out great for hauling the car.  It needs to be serviced still, oil change, fluids checked, spark plugs and wires, ect. A couple newer tires wouldn’t hurt either.  It will serve its purpose just fine once it gets the bugs out of it from sitting for so long.  

I’d love to say we will be ready next week, but I just don’t know.  I’ve disappointed myself too many times already saying it will be done and then it’s not.  My attitude now is “keep working on it, and it will be done when we get the work done”. Like I said, I had no idea there was this much that goes into putting together a racecar.  It gives me a new found respect for those guys racing down there every week.  It all depends on the weather (looks to rain a lot this week, and I have no garage) and how much help I can round up.  I’ll be sure to let you all know when the big debut will be.  In the meantime, I’m just having a lot of fun working on the car and gett’n dirty.  I’ve never really been the mechanical type, so I’ve been learning a lot too which has been great.  

My dad tells me his garage is halfway cleaned up and that we should be able to get the car in to get painted soon.  We may not have it painted and lettered before the first week we go out, but it will get done.

As always, I need to thank all my sponsors for being patient with me while we get the car ready.  I hope you can stop by sometime to see the car.  It’s on the SW corner of 7th and Maple in the backyard.  Stop by and check it out!  Again, I’ll be sure to stop by personally to let you all know when we are ready to go!  I hope you all can be there.  A BIG thanks to Gene and Mike for their help, and to my buddy Jim for his advice and answers.  Man I just can’t wait to get this thing done so we can go racing!  Once again, head on over to www.spoonriverspeedway.com to check out where we will be racing.  They’ve got some cool new pictures up.  A sincere thank you again to everyone who has contributed.    

Until next time,


Nick Christian              

My Great Sponsors:

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

**Free Estimates!**

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Shandi’s Music and More

24 S. Main Street, Canton

647-9434

Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141


