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__________________________________________________________

Dear sponsors and fans,

Welcome to Edition #4 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  A lot has happened since my last newsletter and I just haven’t found the time to get a newsletter written.  Things have been really busy with Kim and I getting moved into the new house and getting everything unpacked.  Let me fill you in on what’s been going on.

The past few weeks have been very busy, but I have managed to get quite a bit done on the racecar.  The rear shocks are hooked up which makes the rear end ready to go.  I bought some spacers for the front springs and installed them which makes the front end sit a lot higher, instead of nearly on the ground as it was before.  This weekend saw the majority of the work get done.  My ex-half-brother-in-law (I know, it sounds like the start of a bad redneck joke) Gene Wheeler and my other brother-in-law Lloyd Fales (of Wareco fame) helped me a lot this weekend.  In fact, at about 8 o’clock last night, just as the last bit of daylight was disappearing, we finally fired the engine up!  Man that was such a rush to hear that thing finally fire up!  We had problems getting it to crank over. The problem was with the transmission not being lined up properly, thus causing the motor to lock up.  So, we ended up unbolting the transmission and sliding it back a little so that it was not hooked up with the motor.  We hooked up the battery, crossed our fingers, flipped the switch, pushed the button, and the car came alive!  I let out a big yell that I imagine you all could hear!  There is still a lot to do.  The main two things now are getting the transmission taken out and lined up properly, and getting the radiator and cooling system hooked up.  After that we still need to get all the gauges hooked up, get the drive shaft cut to fit, hook up the front shocks, and several other little, but important, things.  There is an outside chance we may be able to race this weekend, but I think the week after that is more realistic.  I’m really confident we can be ready in two weeks.  I hope you all can make it down for the debut!  I know I can’t wait!  I was so excited last night after getting the motor started, it took me forever to fall asleep!  

Another very important thing that needs to be done is getting the car painted and lettered with all my great sponsors.  Dad, I know your busy, but I’m getting close to needing your fine painting and lettering skills!  We now have the paint, donated by Sherwin-Williams, in our possession.  The colors look great!  No offense to the other drivers, but judging from the paint jobs I saw Saturday night, we should have no problem having the best looking car in the hobo division!  Not that they look bad, but I think we are going to put more time into making the car look really sharp!

More has happened since the last newsletter.  I worked out a deal with a friend of Gene’s, Mike McClasky, to borrow his trailer every Saturday night.  It’s nothing fancy, but it will do just fine.  I really hope to be able to buy my own trailer for next year, but for now I’m just happy I’ve got a way to get the car to the track.

To pull the car, my buddy Jim and I went down to Sepo early Sunday and got the van I had mentioned in the last newsletter.  It’s a 1978 Chevy van that runs good.  I need to have a key made for it and clean it up some, but it will be perfect for hauling the racecar. It’s nothing to look at and has quite a bit of rust. In fact my wife says it’s the ugliest thing she’s ever seen. But hey, it’s purpose is to haul the racecar to the track, and it will serve that purpose just fine!  It has plenty of room to haul tires, tools, ect down to the track. Another big bonus is that it already has a hitch welded onto the frame.  That’s one less thing to buy and one less thing to work on.  I hope to get it painted similar to the car in time.

Two Sundays ago (the 22nd) was playday at the track, but it was cancelled due to the rain on Saturday which made things way too muddy.  This past Saturday was the season opener.  It was really hard to go down to the track and watch knowing that I could have been out there.  My mother-in-law Dottie asked me to go down to the pits with her and help her in the concession stand, but I just couldn’t do it.  It was probably a good thing I wasn’t ready to race tough as the night saw the yellow flag out more than the green as everybody was getting out the winter kinks.  It may be good strategy to let everyone get their early season aggressions out for a couple of weeks first, then join the fray.  The 1999 Hobo Division Champion Bill Wilhelm held off Chad Tewilleger for the win in the feature.  I can’t wait to be out there racing with those guys.  For more information on what went down at the season opener, click on over to www.spoonriverspeedway.com.

This great weather we have had lately has been a real blessing and hopefully it can stay around so we can get the car finished up and ready to go!  Like I said, there is still plenty to do, but we have made some big steps!  A very special thanks as always to all my sponsors!  Please go out and help support these great businesses.  Hopefully we’ll see you all in a couple of weeks at the track.  

Until next time,

My Great Sponsors:

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

**Free Estimates!**

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Shandi’s Music and More

24 S. Main Street, Canton

647-9434

Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141


