91 Racing  Newsletter

Edition #3                                  04/03/01
__________________________________________________________

Dear sponsors and fans,

Welcome to Edition #3 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  I know it has been a little over three weeks since you all last heard from me, but things have been very hectic.  First of all, we lost my wife Kim’s Grandmother on Sunday, March 24th.  Corda was a tough old gal who has been through so much the last few years.  She was a fighter to the end, but now she is resting and does not have to struggle any more.  Last week was very difficult for the whole family, as she is greatly missed.  Back a couple of months ago when I told Grandma Corda about my race car, she said that was too dangerous and that she was worried about me, but that she would do what she could to make it down to the track to watch me race.  I’m sorry she won’t have that chance now.  My first win is dedicated to her.  Her fighting spirit was really inspirational.  

Amongst all of this, my wife and I have been busy packing as we have bought a house and will be moving this weekend.  All of these distractions, along with crummy weekend weather, have not allowed much time to get a whole lot of work done on the racecar.  We have had the front suspension all tore apart to see what kind of springs I have.  I had Phil Johns test them and they are good.  He suggested a little different rating than the ones I have, but for now, I am going to have to go with what I have got.  The ones I have should work just fine for getting used to driving the car.  I can mess with more fine-tuning of the set up in time.  Also, I have some spring spacers on order that will help lift the front end off the ground, as it sits pretty low at this time.  Right now I would say the car is so close, yet so far away.  Really, two or three fully dedicated weekends would get us ready to go. These nice, longer days we are having should help a lot, but I am not sure if we will be ready for play day or the opening weekend.  Once we get moved into our new house and unpacked, I plan on dedicating all of my free time to the car once again. 

We also now have the paint picked out for the car.  Sherwin-Williams in Canton made us a deal and is also my newest sponsor.  The main color is Little Giant Purple, with most of the white left out to make it a little darker and much deeper.  It’s a gorgeous color that I know will look really good.  We also have a nice bright red, which will replace my originally planned secondary color of teal.  I still plan on having the front-end white.  Believe me, it will be one of the best looking cars at the track!  That is something that is going to be very important to me. 

I am still on the search for a trailer.  This may prove to be the biggest hurdle to jump.  I am exploring all the options I can.  Again, if you have any leads I could go after, please let me know.  I do think I have solved one problem in finding a hauler.  It’s an old Chevy van that will work out great.  I haven’t bought it yet, but it is there and ready for me whenever I am ready to pick it up.  It could use some bodywork and some TLC, but it will work just fine for a racecar hauler. The back seats will come out and make ideal space for tools, tires, ect.  I plan on eventually getting it painted to match the car.  That will look awesome to pull into the track with the car and van painted the same!  It also attracts more attention, which means more people looking at my sponsors.      

These weeks have really counted down fast, and the season is quickly approaching.  This nicer weather and longer days will really help with getting more work done with the car and getting it closer to completion.  I hope you all can understand the difficult time my family has been going through these last couple of weeks and are not too upset if we are not ready by the first week.  Believe me, this is not something that I will just sit on and when it gets done, it gets done.  I understand that my sponsors are helping me get this going and I want to get out on that track and get your name out to the fans.  Plus, I am too excited about getting out there and racing.  To have to go down there and just watch would be absolute torture!          

If any of you would like to stop by and see the car sometime, feel free to give me a call.  My home number is 647-3085.  I would be more than happy to show it off to you.  Also, for more info on where we will be racing, go to www.spoonriverspeedway.com.  Another side note, Peoria Speedway opens up this Saturday night.  Several of us are planning on going, so if any of you want to check that track out, give me a call.  

As always, a huge thank you to my current sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Canton Auto Sales, Shandi’s Music and More, and Sherwin-Williams Paints.  Your contributions are truly appreciated!

Finally, I have a picture of what the car will look like.  I don’t think the printer will print the purple dark enough, but this it fairly close.  The picture is one I had scanned a while back.  It’s not my car, but it is the same body style, so it should give you a pretty good idea of what to expect.  Of course the real car will have all of my great sponsors lettered on it.  I’ll get another newsletter out again in a couple of weeks.  Until then, get out and enjoy this great weather!  

Until next time,

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering

647-8235
Mr. Sweeper

102 S. Main Street, Canton

647-3031

Canton Auto Sales

456 E. Elm Street, Canton

647-3035
Shandi’s Music and More

24 S. Main Street, Canton

647-9434

Sherwin-Williams Paint

411 N. Main, Canton

647-4141
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