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Dear sponsors and fans,

Welcome to Edition #2 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  A lot has happened in the last two weeks. We spent the entire past weekend working on the car, and the motor is now set in place!  Let me fill you in.

All day Saturday was spent pulling the motor out of an ’83 Olds 98, which I bought from Dave Kuchan. Dave owns Mr. Sweeper, is a sponsor of the car, and is a former neighbor of mine.  It was a lot of hard work getting all those old bolts loose, but by the end of the day, we had the engine out.  

Sunday we did some work on the motor.  New valve cover gaskets, spark plugs, plug wires, and motor mounts were all installed.  Then we had a stroke of luck.  Roger Howard had come by to haul off the motor-less Olds 98.  His son Cliff races and won the Hobo Division Championship last year.  He was checking out everything we had going on and brought something to our attention.  The transmission that was on the engine would not work for racing.  It was an overdrive transmission, which means it would act much like a regular streetcar.  It would automatically shift through the gears while you are moving along.  In racing, you do not want this.  You want to be in the same gear all the time so the engine can continue to build RPMs and power.  Roger said he would trade me for a turbo transmission, which will stay in the same gear.  So, we took off the old tranny and went and picked up the turbo.  We got it mounted on and were finally ready to set the engine in the stock car!  This was a real trick, but we got it set in place just as we were losing the last bit of day light. We didn’t have time to get it bolted in or try to start it up, but that will come soon enough.  We still need to hook up all the lines and do a little maintenance on the transmission.  Hopefully by next weekend we will have it fired up!

The car now sits very low to the ground with the engine in it.  In fact if it weren’t for having smaller tires on it right now, the fenders would be into the tires.  We think this is a problem with the springs that are currently on the car.  That’s just one more thing that needs to be done in the next several weeks.

I have a lot of people to thank for all the work that got done this weekend.  There were a lot of people known only as “we” in this newsletter.  Here’s who “we” are.  First and foremost is my friend and neighbor Jim Jorgensen.  We did all of this in his garage using his tools and a lot of his knowledge.  I also need to thank my Dad, my wife Kim, Jim’s wife Jody, Ellen, Roger Howard for the transmission, and Nick and Susette Halbert for the use of their engine hoist.  I couldn’t have done this without all of you and I truly do appreciate all the help.

I of course also need to thank my current sponsors, including my newest one, Shandi’s Music and More located downtown Canton at 24 S Main Street.  Thanks also go out to Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr.Sweeper, and Canton Auto Sales.  Thank you all for your support and helping make this longtime dream of mine move closer and closer to becoming a reality.     

I have a few leads on a trailer but am still looking.  Any leads anyone has would be great!  

There are only 41 days until “playday” and 47 days until the season opener!  I get more excited with each passing day.  

For more info on where we will be racing, go to www.spoonriverspeedway.com.  Thanks again to everyone.  Talk to you again in a couple of weeks!

Until next time,


Nick Christian
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