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1993 – 1995
University of the West of England, Bristol


BSc Hons in Computing


Incomplete – In the second half of the second year my father suffered a heart attack which  disturb me greatly and put me off my studies.

1987 – 1988
Rhydfelin Technical Collage


1 A level – Accountancy


B/Tec in Business and Finance

1981 – 1987
Aberdare Boys Comprehensive


6 O Levels Including English Language

Work Experience

1997 to present
Corebit SYAP AG, Switzerland.


Corebit is a European consultancy company based in Denmark, but has branches in Switzerland, Austria, Norway, Germany and a small one in England. In Switzerland there are three branches dealing with Sybase product, Oracle Databases and SAP. SYAP is the Sybase product division. During my three years with them I was sold to various other companies on a contract basis. The contracts varied between three months and one year depending on the companies requirements. The following are the projects I was involved in.


June 1999 to Present


Profitline UBS Swiss life(Later to become Profitline when Rentenaltstat bought out UBS).


Profitline is a company which sell funds(some life insurance funds others not) and is Europe’s largest call centre. The application has an Active X component that enables the application to search the database then a Swiss Telecoms CD for the telephone number when the telephone rings. Once the customer(Existing or new) the name and address are displayed to the operator. From here the application  provides all the functionality required by any normal life insurance company. The application was written using Powerbuilder 5 and Oracle 7.3. In the last two months we have moved to transport our application to the internet. It is intended the by mid 2000 internet users will be able to obtain quotes an buy funds online. To achieve this we are using Silverstream 2.5 and our Oracle database. In the research of the best tool to use for the web site I helped to develop a small prototype using Powerbuilder 7 and Jaguar. 


September 1998 – June 1999


SwissRe


SwissRe is one of the world’s largest re-insurance companies(The 2nd largest to be exact). I was involved in the Asian department writing the an application to keep track the Cedant, Cedant share and our share of the risk. I will not go into the application because of the complexity of the business. I will though concentrate on their unusual architecture. It is probable the only true three tier architecture I have ever seen. The backend was a DB2 database(although it could have been any database) the front end was a Powerbuilder 6.5 application using PFC(although there were front end written in VB, Access and COBOL). The GUI interface communicated with the database via an OLE interface to a C++ program. The c++ program decided which database the required information was stored on


September 1997 -  August 1998


ESSO(Schwiez) AG


In my time at Esso I was involved in two projects, although these projects were small and therefore the team was small, I was involved in all areas of Systems development from initial design to testing and training and deployment, as well as maintenance and documentation. The first was a freight control program which was used to compare the Swiss rail services (SBB) charges to our estimate. If our automated estimate procedure differed from the SBB charges then they had to be compared manually. If the user didn’t agree with the SBB charge then a report form had to be complied to send SBB. Once all charges were agreed or reclaimed then all entries had to complied into their respect accounts and posted to the SAP system by way of a file transfer to Belgium. I am particularly proud of this system as it was mainly written by myself and development was made more difficult by an argument between ESSO Switzerland and ESSO Europe, where Europe wanted a central application to control all of Europe. Deadlines were very important as they were being monitored by Germany who had an outside company developing a similar application. The part that makes me proud is that since leaving I have heard that Europe has stopped development of the other application and are in talks to get my application modified for use around Europe. The second was a small application used to inform plants that a customer was going to arrive to collect some goods. The notification was sent by either fax, network printer or by a file transfer.


June 1997 – August 1997

Softtec AG

This was a three month contract to develop a Time management system. Softtec was a small software house that developed applications on behalf of other companies, this project was for Siemans. It was developed in Powerbuilder 5 with a Sybase SQL anywhere database using their own class library.

March 1997 – May 1997

Glencore Ag

Glencore is one of the world’s largest trading companies. I was involved in the ongoing maintenance and development of their application to control the pricing and shipping etc. of the goods they bought and sold. The application was very complex and as such I will only go into the main areas I was entrusted with. The main area of my responsibility was their pricing and hedging modules. This involved calculating how much the customer owed us for the quantity he had bought, splitting the total cost over the number of shipments he had ordered and the period of time. The complicated part was the formula to calculate the total cost allowing for insurance for loss of  cargo, time in storage and many more factors. The main application was written using an Oracle 7.3 database and Powerbuilder 5, although I did write one module that allowed the trader to download specific data about a customer to a Sybase SQL anywhere database on his laptop and the when returning to the office upload any changes he had made.

Reason For Wanting to Leaving

I have spent nearly 3 years in Switzerland, my fiancée has spent over fifteen years and we both feel it is time to return to the UK. To go along with this, we spent Christmas in Edinburgh with my future in-laws and   realised that the education of my fiancée’s six year old daughter is suffering due to the Swiss education system.

Sept 1996 – March 1997
Solar Communication Ltd, Bristol


Solar is a large independent telecoms company. In my time there I was involved in the development of an application in Powerbuilder 4(eventually migrated to 5) on a Sybase SQL anywhere database to keep track of their customer and the customers maintenance agreements. I was also responsible for network installations, voice mail installation and programming and training of users. 

Reason for Leaving
The company expanded too quickly forcing them to make me redundant.

Sept 1995 – Sept 1997
4D Software Ltd


The company was a very small company aimed at giving other companies support for their accounting package written in RPG by Dun and Bradstreet. Myself and a colleague were taken on from university because one of the directors saw a gap in the market, I.E. companies produced their daily transactions in an excel spreadsheet then a user had to type these into the mainframe. We were employed to write an application which got the information from the excel spreadsheet via a dde link and then create a file which could be transferred automatically to the TSO environment using a file transfer program called extra.

Reason for Leaving
An argument between the directors formed a split in the company, resulting in the director wanting to concentrate on PC’s to leave. 

1987 – September 1993
GrovesDavey & co, Cardiff


GrovesDavey & co was a small two partner Accountancy firm. My duties were the preparation of account, preparation of spreadsheets and the maintenance of the computer systems.

Reason for Leaving
I went into accountancy when I was young to give myself an established profession, I enjoyed my time immensely hence the six years with them, but eventually I realised that computing was the better direction for my abilities.

Interests
My main interest has always been computing and although this is my job I often spend time at home trying to write things using different tools to those I use every day. I have a web sight developed in HTML (www.damionsaunders.com) and it is my aim to integrate into this web site the Powerbuilder 7 with Jaguar and the Silverstream server applications that I have developed on my home network. The ultimate aim is to integrate the Silverstream and Powerbuilder applications into one web page. I am also extremely interested in sport of all kinds, my favourites though are Rugby(being a true Welshman), skiing, ice skating and ten-pin bowling. I also love reading and watching movies. I also enjoy socialising at every chance I get.

