The Badminton Coven, Chapter 2

-


I turned around to see the other 3 Ronins with Helen.


“HELEN!” I ran to her and we embraced in a big hug.


“Where’s Alex and Kira?” she asked.


“I thought you knew!” I said. “The Masho couldn’t have taken them, Anubis is…Where did he go?”


Sage looked around. “He’s not here!”


“Talpa might have recalled them, which means…”


Helen looked sick. “…they took Kira and Alex with them.”


“…Do you think they’re still alive?” I asked.


Sage looked at me. “It’s possible that they’re not.”


Helen looked horrified. “They…they can’t be!”


“Sage, do you have stuff at your house we can use?”


“Yeah, our house is full of things.” He said.


Helen nodded. “I get what you’re saying. Go to your house and pack your things; stay in our house with us.”


“Why?” asked Cye


“Because the first place the Masho will look for you, or us, is your place. It’ll buy us time.”


“She’s got a point.” Said Ryo. “Alright, thank you girls, We’ll bring Mia and Yuli with us, and I hope you don’t mind White Blaze staying, too.”


“Of course not, as long as he gets along with dogs!” said Helen.


We showed the guys to their rooms as we showed them around the house.


“This place is huge! How did you afford this mansion?” asked Kento.


“We are Wiccans, witches.” Explained Helen. “Non-witches hired us a lot of the time to use our powers to do stuff for them; whether it was a love potion, saving a life, or something as simple as fixing a drain clog. After a while, those jobs really add up, especially the live-saving ones.” She said. “Not only that, but I belong to a council of another realm, so I get a VERY nice paycheck.”


“I just do odd-jobs for people. Computer fixing, dinner fixing, lawn mowing, whatever!” I said. “I provide most of the ‘loose money’ around here.”


“That must be cool to have powers!” said Cye.


“You should know, you’re Ronin Warriors.” I said.


“This room.” Helen pointed into The Biblioteca. “Is The Biblioteca. Its name is Italian for ‘Library’. Alex and Kristen named it, they love to read.” She said. “That bookcase at the far end of the room? That is a secret passageway to the basement. In the basement is a shaft with a rope. Climb the rope, and it takes you to my weapon, The Silence Glaive.” She explained. “DON’T let anyone near this bookcase if our house gets invaded.”


“No problem.” Said Ryo, smiling.


“There must be some way to repay you for your hospitality.” Said Cye.


“Well.” I said. “You can start by helping me make dinner! I hear you’re quite the cook, Cye. I love to cook myself, maybe we can teach eachother some things.”


“Sounds like fun!” Cye said, smiling. 


“Alright, another cook in the house!” cheered Kento.


I giggled. “Oh, you and Alex will get along just fine, if we get her back…”


“We will.” Said Sage. “I promise.”


“Did you bring your training stuff? Maybe we can start after dinner!”


“Sounds great with me.” Sage replied. “I can’t believe you’re serious about me training you.”


“Why not? Helen and I are on the school Fencing team, after all!”


After dinner, Sage and I were in the training room we had downstairs.


“This battle is going to be close, so we have no time to practice with wooden weapons. Do you have a weapon of your own?”


I shook my head. “Sailor Vesta used her bare fist to crack the earth open; she had no weapon.”


“Anubis fights with a No-Datchi, as do I.” He explained. “You look like you might be better equipped with a staff.”


“Helen made me a Wiccan staff with rune carvings in it recently. It’s about 5 feet long, will that do?”


“That’ll be fine. Is it wood?”


“Hers is, she made mine in metal.”


“Good. Is this it?” he asked, picking a staff up.


“Yep.” I said.


“Nice craftsmanship. She knows what she’s doing.” He said. He threw the staff to me and I caught it with one hand.


“So she HAS taught you a thing or two already.”


“Just how to catch it, twirl it, and whip it at the opponents calf.”


“That’s a very useful move.” Sage said. “Alright, I hate to rush through this, so I am just going to go slowly. I won’t hurt you, but do your best to block my attacks, and try to find a way to get inside my defenses to attack me. Got it?"


“Got it.” I said. We started striking eachother.


I looked around to see that I was in a very dark place. I recognized the candlesticks and instantly knew where I was; I was in the Dynasty!


“I never thought I’d say this, but Curse Toonami!” I said, scared stiff.


“Tell me about it.” Kira replied. “This is…”


“…The Dynasty.” A voice replied. We looked up to see The Floating Head Of Evil.


“Master Arago, we bring you the human females you requested.” Said Rajura. Usually, he doesn’t share credit, but he was in too good of a mood to play with Naaza’s mind.


“There are only two here. Where are the other two?” he asked.


 Naaza hung his head low. “The Ronin Warriors have gotten to them, master.”


He growled. “This disturbs me greatly. We will need to take this process slowly. We have two, now we just need an advantage.”


“Master, allow me to go and capture the one named Kristen.” Said Anubis, stepping forward.


“You take interest in this girl?” he asked.


“Yes, sire. She has a fiery spirit, I believe that she may be useful to us.”


“I want to hear your explanation. But first you two, Naaza and Rajura.” He said. “You may do with these two ladies as you wish, just keep them alive, and, if you wouldn’t mind, not too badly harmed.”


Naaza and Rajura smiled wickedly. “Thank you, master.” They replied. Naaza grabbed me and Rajura grabbed Kira, and off we went again.


“Wow, they’re sure training hard, and by the sound of it, Sage is training her with the staff I made her.” I said.


“Sage is a good teacher, if Kristen really wants to fight, Sage is the man to train her.” Said Ryo. “I’m sure you’re worried about her, but don’t worry, Sage won’t hurt her.”


“I know.” I said. “I’m just worried. You know, the four of us go a lot deeper than you think.”


“Really? How so?” asked Rowin.


“Well for one thing, Alex is my cousin.”


“Really?” said Kento. “I guess it explains the skin tone.”


“We’re both Mexican.” I replied. “I’m also Spanish, but Alex isn’t Spanish, she’s Mexican and German.”


“Nice job!” said Sage. “That’s all for today. You have a lot of potential, Kristen.”


“Thanks.” I replied, smiling. I set my staff down. “I just hope I can help get Alex and Kira back.”


“You will, I’m sure you will.” He said. “They’ll be fine, I’m sure.”


“I hope so.” I said. To think what my friends were going through, the pain, the fear…


Sage sighed and walked over to me. “Oh, Kristen…” he said, hugging me. I wrapped my arms around him and just buried my face in his shoulder.


“You are a true and loyal friend to be worried about Kira and Alex so much.” He said. “But they’ll be fine, I promise.”


I nodded. “You’re right. Kira and Alex are strong. I’m sure they can hold out until we rescue them.”


“You know it, babe.” He said, smiling. “You should try and get some rest now. You’ll feel better in the morning.”


I nodded again. “Yeah, I should. Night, Sage.”


He watched me intently as I exited the room. “Good Night, Kristen.”

*

Kristen slept peacefully, something she did not expect to happen. The darkness in a corner of her room seemed to become darker. A figure stepped out of it, as if materializing from air. He stared intently at her sleeping body. He smiled as he silently walked over to her bed. Her eyes were closed and her long, red hair was down, flowing over the black satin sheets she was beneath.


‘Yes, it is she. She is the one.’ He though to himself. He lightly ran his hand down her arm, taking in the feel of her skin. All of a sudden, her eyes shot open.

*

I looked up to see Anubis. I went to move but he pinned me down on the bed.

He smiled. “Hello, Kristen.”


I realized I was at a huge disadvantage in the dark. “Anubis…What do you want?”


“…you” he replied.


“Really? I don’t think so!” I concentrated and spoke softly. “Infero Luminarium!”


Anubis growled as the candles in my room all burst into flames and lit themselves and his darkness was stolen from him.


He smiled. “So THAT’S how you knew about us, you’re a witch!”


Great and he just HAPPENS to know he’s in our history books!

“What’s it to you, pal?” I asked.


“Trust me, it was something I was hoping for.” He said. “You belong to me, Kristen. You do not see it yet, but you will.”


“Yeah, well if you can understand my spells, than understand this.” I said. “Defungo!”  


He laughed. “You wish me Death, Kristen? You truly are a gem.” He said.


“GEM THIS! AGITO ABSENS!”


He was flung back into the wall. I got up and ran out of the room. I instinctively ran into Sage’s room.


Sage looked up from his bed. “Kristen, what’s wrong?” His question was answered when Anubis burst through his door.


I ran to the bed and Sage jumped in front of me and snatched up his sword. “You’re going to learn to leave her alone, Anubis.”


He laughed. “She belongs to me, Halo. It is written so.”


“Bullshit.” He replied. “She belongs to nobody but herself, and I won’t let you take her!”


My staff was in the training room! If I could just get down the stairs without him catching me…


“You cannot stop me, Halo.” He said, advancing towards him.


“Think again, metalhead.”


Anubis turned around to see Rowin and Helen ready for battle.


He growled. “You may have won this time, but I will be back for you, my gem.” He said. “Count on it.” He jumped over Rowin and Helen and ran down the stairs. They both chased after him.


I fell to my knees.


Sage turned around. “Kristen, are you ok?”


I was breathing heavily. “I used…my powers…I’m…kinda…zapped…”

“Wow, you guys can’t use them much, can you?” he said, picking me up in his arms.


“Usually we can, but with the training today, and the fact that not only was it night time and I was sleeping, but I was taken by surprise, I wasn’t prepared.” I said. “I only used 2 attacks!”


“Well you trained really hard today. You need to get some rest.” He said. “This time, you’re staying in here with me. I don’t want to leave you alone.”


I nodded. He set me down on his bed. He put the covers over me.


“I am going to check to see if Rowin and Helen are alright.” He said. “Anubis won’t come back for you tonight.” He hugged me, and I wrapped my arms around him. I kissed his cheek.


He looked at me, startled. “What was that for?”


“For protecting me. I might be dead…or worse…if it weren’t for you.” I said. “Thank you.”


“You don’t need to thank me, it’s my job. Besides, I’m just glad you’re alright.” He said. “I’ll be back.” He walked out and I feel asleep soon after.

-

End of Chapter 2

