
POTOMAC AREA MEN'S BOWLING LEAGUE
I - BY-LAWS

Section 1 - Name

This organization shall be known as the Potomac Area Men's Bowling League.

Section 2 - Objects

The purpose of the league is to conduct tenpin activities and determine an annual team and individual champion.  It shall foster and maintain the spirit of good fellowship and true sportsmanship.

The league shall be certified by the United States Bowling Congress.  The league will conduct and play all its games in strict compliance with United States Bowling Congress Rules and Regulations and any such league rule that conflicts with these rules will not be valid.

Section 3 - Membership and Eligibility

The membership of this league shall be divided into teams consisting of five men each, not including substitutes, who must individually and collectively qualify under the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of the United States Bowling Congress and the Nation's Capital Area USBC Association.

Membership may be granted to individuals who are qualified and acceptable to the Board of Directors.  Individuals who have been refused membership in the Congress, or who are under suspension by that body, shall not be permitted to bowl in this league.

No team shall be admitted to membership in this league except by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors of the league shall have the authority to remove a team from the league for good and sufficient reason.

Section 4 - Board of Directors

The management of this league shall be vested in a Board of Directors composed of the captain from each team and the league officers.  Each team shall furnish the league Secretary-Treasurer the name of its Board member for the coming year by June 1.  Each member of the Board shall be entitled to only one vote.  The President may vote in the case of a tie.

The Board of Directors shall have full control and management of the affairs of this league.  The Board shall adopt bylaws and a set of rules.  It shall decide the necessary franchise and/or bowling fees.

The Board shall decide any dispute or protest occurring in the league and it is within its power to discipline any member for violating any provision of the Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, or for conduct derogatory to the best interest of the league.

Section 5 - Officers--Election of

The officers of this league shall consist of a President, Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer who shall be elected by the Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting and shall hold office until the next Annual Meeting.

Vacancies occurring in an office by resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled by appointment by the Board of Directors.

At least three weeks prior to the Annual Meeting, the president shall appoint a nominating committee of three members of this league who shall nominate at least one member for each office.  At least one week prior to the Annual Meeting, the nominating committee shall submit its list of nominees to the President who shall make this list available to each team.  Before election at the Annual Meeting, the President should also call for nominations from the floor.

Section 6 - President

The President shall preside at all meetings.  He shall be the chief executive officer of the league, enforce all objects and rules of the league and perform such other duties as may pertain to this office.  He shall sign all warrants drawn on the Treasury as ordered or authorized by the Board of Directors.

He shall verify that the Treasurer has arranged to deposit the funds of the league regularly in a bank, or Credit Union, approved by the Board of Directors, in the name of the Potomac Area Men's Bowling League, with the signatures of both the Treasurer and President (or Vice-President) necessary for the withdrawal of any funds.  In the event of a shortage, the President may be liable for indefinite suspension from USBC membership if he fails to verify the correctness of the league's bank balance each thirty days.

The President or his designated representative shall be the authorized league representative at local association meetings and shall attend such meetings and make a report of the proceedings to the Board of Directors.

Section 7 - Vice-President

The Vice-President shall, in the absence of the President, perform the duties of the President.

Section 8 - Secretary-Treasurer

The Secretary-Treasurer is responsible for the proper organization and function of the league.

He shall complete the necessary forms for USBC certification and file them together with the required membership dues with the Local Association Manager within thirty days from the first day of league competition each year.  
He shall provide each team captain with a copy of the league's Bylaws and all Rules and Regulations.  He shall keep a true and correct record of all proceedings, of all scores made by the teams and individual bowlers of the league, and such other records as may be determined by the league's Board of Directors.  Each week prior to bowling time, he shall issue or post the individual averages of the regular and substitute bowlers and the team standings of the league.

He shall have charge of and conduct all correspondence for the league and notify the members of all meetings when authorized by the President.

All dues, money and other property paid to or donated to this league shall be handled through the Secretary-Treasurer and deposited into the treasury within one week.

He shall maintain a permanent record of the final averages and team standings in a league historical file.  He shall also maintain all league records for a given season for two years after completion of said season.  Whenever requested, he shall furnish the Manager of the Local Association the standings and averages of the teams and individuals of the league.

The Secretary-Treasurer shall be reimbursed for salary and printing supplies in the amount set forth in the budget adopted by the Board of Directors each year.

The Secretary-Treasurer shall disburse funds only on warrants signed by the President or Vice-President.  He shall keep a true and accurate account of all receipts and disbursements.  He shall deposit in a reliable bank or credit union, in the name of the league; all money belonging to the league not later than one week after such money was collected.  Such account must be under a joint signature arrangement subject to withdrawal only upon the signatures of both the Secretary-Treasurer and one other league officer.

The Secretary-Treasurer shall, at the close of his term of office each year, make a true and correct report of all financial transactions to all officers and team captains of the league.

Section 9 - Meetings

The Annual Meeting of the Board shall be held between May 1 and July 1 at such time and place as determined by the President.  The order of business shall consist of (1) an annual report by the President and the Secretary-Treasurer, (2) the election of officers for the next season, and (3) such other business as may be necessary.

Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at the call of the President or upon receipt of a written application, protest, or complaint by a league member.

A majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum to conduct a meeting and to transact business.

Section 10 - Amendments

These bylaws may be amended or repealed at any meeting of the Board of Directors by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the Board members present, except that these bylaws may be changed during the bowling season only with the written consent of every team captain or his designated representative.

Rules and Regulations and/or Playing Rules may be amended or repealed at any meeting of the Board of Directors by more than one-half affirmative vote of the members present except that these rules may be changed during the bowling season only with the written consent of every team captain or his designated representative.


II - PLAYING RULES
1. Team Membership
On opening night of the season each team captain shall submit to the Secretary-Treasurer a roster of team members.  No team may have more than seven regular members.  The Secretary-Treasurer must be notified by the team captain of any subsequent changes in the team membership.  A regular member may transfer to another team in the league during the season as follows:


a.
The player desiring transfer obtains a release from his team captain.


b. 
Two-thirds or more of the team captains concur in the transfer.

The Secretary-Treasurer shall make available to the team captains a list of roving substitutes that will not include regular team bowlers.

New team members and substitutes may be brought into the league at any time except as follows:


a.
Position Rounds: Any team member may bowl during position rounds regardless of the number of games bowled during the season.  Also, substitutes may bowl during position rounds regardless of the number of games bowled during the season.

b.
Single Season (No split season): During the last three weeks of the season only those substitutes who have bowled nine or more games during the season will be eligible to bowl.


c.
Split Season: During the last week of either half of the split season only those substitutes who have bowled nine or more games during the season will be eligible to bowl.


d.
Roll-offs: During the roll-offs for the league championship only those substitutes who have bowled nine games or more during the season will be eligible to bowl
2. Substitutions
Team captains shall be permitted to change the line-up prior to the start of each game.  A Captain may replace any of his players by another qualified bowler at any time during the game.  In computing handicap when more than one member bowls in a given spot in the same game each member uses one-tenth of his single game average for each frame bowled.  When a substitution is made during a game, all frames bowled will count for team score only.  A player once removed from a game cannot return to bowl in the same game.  Scores bowled through the efforts of more than one individual player shall not qualify for any USBC or league individual high score awards.

3. Absentee(s)
A five-man team will be permitted to bowl with two regular team members and one substitute with the other two positions being filled with substitutes, absentee and/or vacancy scores.  When a lesser number of bowlers are present to start any game of a series at the time scheduled by the league, the game shall be forfeited unless the additional member(s) required for a legal line-up is ready to bowl before the fifth frame of any game has been completed by both teams.  The absentee score for any game shall be ten pins less than the average(s) of the regular member(s) absent.  A team shall use the average(s) of the regular member(s) absent who have bowled the largest number of games.  If there are two or more regular members absent who have bowled the same number of games, the highest averages will be used for the absentee score(s).

At no time during the season will a team member's average be used as an absentee score until he has bowled three or more games in the current season.  During the first three weeks of the season a vacancy score of 150 will be used and the handicap computed on said score.
4. Tardy Players
If a team does not have a complete line-up at the specified starting time, but has the minimum number required for a game, the games shall be bowled.  If the tardy bowler is ready to bowl before both teams have completed the fifth frame of any game, he shall bowl the full game.  If such tardy bowler is not ready to bowl until after the fifth frame has been completed by both teams, he shall not be permitted to bowl until the commencement of the next game.

Should two teams commence bowling the first game before the scheduled starting time a tardy bowler shall be given an additional time allowance equal to the time such games were started ahead of schedule.

5. Disability, Injury, or Emergency
When a player is unable to complete a game because of disability, injury, or emergency, and a qualified substitute is not available to bowl, the team of which he is a member shall count his actual score for the frames bowled in the game plus a prorated allowance of his absentee score for the remaining frames of the game.  Incomplete games bowled shall not be used in determining the bowler's average.

6. Bowling Unopposed
To prevent undue hardship on a team that bowls an opponent granted a postponement, the non-postponing team has the option of bowling unopposed during the regularly scheduled league session with the postponing team bowling unopposed outside the regular league schedule.  Scores will be compared after both teams have bowled to determine awarding of team points.  All postponements must be made up within 4 weeks of the scheduled date of bowling or no later than one week after the end of the half, whichever occurs first.
7. Forfeiture
Games shall be declared forfeited under the following conditions:


 a.
 When a team fails to appear to bowl when scheduled or at the time set for bowling a postponed match unless its non-appearance is due to emergencies or other reasons beyond its control.


 b.
 A team does not have the required number of players present to constitute a legal line-up before the fifth frame has been completed by both teams of one or more games in a series.


 c.
 A team, when present, declines to bowl its regularly scheduled games.


 d.
 When a team uses a non-certified bowler and/or the team captain fails to turn in a certification card to the league Secretary-Treasurer the first time a bowler bowls in the league each season.

When games are declared forfeited, the team present must bowl its game as though actually contested.  The team present must bowl no less than 50 pins under their current team average each game to win points by forfeiture.  Points not won will not be credited to either team.

Members of the team forfeiting a game or games shall be allowed to bowl along with the team winning by forfeiture and their scores will count in the league records and qualify for all individual league and USBC awards.

8. Tie Scores
When a tie game or series occurs, each of the two teams involved in the tie shall be credited in the standings with having won one point for game ties or one and one-half point for series ties, and with the loss of one point for game ties or one and one-half point for series ties.  There shall be no roll-off of the tie except in the cases mentioned in Section 8 of the General Rules.

9. Protests
Protests involving eligibility, scoring, or general playing rules in the league shall be governed as follows:


 a.
 Any protest affecting eligibility or general playing rules must be confirmed in writing to a responsible league official not later than fifteen days after the game or series in which the alleged infraction occurred.  If no written protest is entered prior to the expiration of the fifteen-day period, the game and/or series must stand as bowled.


 b.
 Protests resulting out of competition during the last two weeks of a league's schedule must be filed in writing within forty-eight hours after the end of the league schedule.

Each protest under this rule must be specific in itself and this rule shall not be construed to cover a previous or similar violation.

10. Obvious Errors
Errors in scoring or errors in calculation in the league play must be corrected by the team captains or the league Secretary-Treasurer immediately upon discovery of such error(s).  The league’s Board of Directors shall decide upon questionable errors.

11. Behavior of Members
League members are expected to conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner and must refrain from creating any undue noise or disturbance that will in any way distract any league member's attention while bowling is in progress.  Team captains shall be responsible for the proper bowling etiquette of their members.

12. Bowler's Appearance
Any member reporting under the influence of liquor or who, in the opinion of the officials of the league, is not dressed in a presentable manner will not be permitted to bowl.  His future status shall be determined by his team captain or referred to the Board of Directors for consideration.

13. Other
The General Playing Rules and Regulations and League Rules and Regulations of the American Bowling Congress shall govern competition in the league except where the league has exercised an option as permitted in USBC Rules.


III - GENERAL RULES
1. USBC Certified
The league will be certified with the United States Bowling Congress through the Nation's Capital Area USBC Association.

2. Handicap
The league will bowl on a handicap basis.  The handicap shall be 90 percent based upon the difference between the sum of the averages of the five bowlers on the two teams competing in a match.  Individual handicap for award purposes shall be 90 percent based on the difference between a bowler's average and 220.  In computing an individual's average and handicap for the first nine games of the season, a bowler's average from the previous season in the league will be used provided 21 or more games were bowled to establish an average.  Thereafter his current league average shall prevail.

Bowlers who were not members of the league the previous season but who were certified bowlers in the Nation's Capital Area Bowling Association (NCABA) the previous fall/winter season and who bowled twenty-one games or more and are listed in the annual publication of the Association shall use the highest average listed as an entering average which will be used until they have bowled nine games to establish a current season’s average in the league.  Thereafter the current league average will prevail

Bowlers who were not members of the league the previous season and did not bowl in the NCABA the previous fall/winter season or are not listed in the annual publication of the Association will have handicap computed after the first complete series, to be applied on the games in that series and on the next series in which they compete.  Thereafter the current league average will prevail.   Bowlers in this category must bowl all games in the first series in which they compete to qualify for handicap.

3. Team Captain - Authority, Responsibility and Duties
The team captain is responsible for the eligibility, conduct and attendance of his team in league play.  No captain shall authorize a player to participate on his team except in the manner provided by the league.

The team captain shall serve as his team's representative on the league's Board of Directors unless the team has delegated this authority to some other team member.  If someone other than the team captain is to represent the team, the league Secretary-Treasurer must be notified.

The team captain is responsible for the collection and payment to the Secretary-Treasurer of franchise, bowling and prize fees.

The team captain is responsible for the correctness of the team's score sheets.  He shall sign the opposing team's score sheet after having audited all totals with the team captain of the opposing team.

It is within the captain's authority to remove any player permanently from his team if he is able to furnish the league's Board of Directors good and sufficient reason to do so.

The team captain shall divide all league prize money according to verbal or written agreements.  Where disputes arise because of the unavoidable resignation of any member, the Board of Directors of the league shall render decisions.

4. Alley, Pins and Accommodations
The Board of Directors shall make all arrangements in connection with the selection of the bowling alleys suitable to the needs, comforts and convenience of the majority of the league.

It shall ascertain that the bowling alleys upon which all games are to be scheduled have been certified per USBC regulation for the current season.

It shall arrange with the bowling alley management to be provided with pins that conform to USBC specifications as to material, dimensions and weight.

5. Fees
Each team will pay an entry fee equal to the entire cost of bowling a single week by the end of the first half of the season.  This fee will be added to the prize fund.
The Board of Directors shall determine the cost to members for league bowling prior to the opening night of league bowling.  The amount each bowler is to pay will be shown on an annual budget report.  Each bowler shall pay the designated fee to his team captain and prior to the completion of the first game the captain shall pay the full team fees to the Secretary-Treasurer.  The entire cost of bowling the last two weeks of the season shall be paid by the sixth week of the season.   Prior to each season, the Secretary-Treasurer shall prepare a proposed budget and submit it to the Board of Directors for consideration and approval.

The league shall contribute $10 per team per year to the NCABA Bowlers to Veterans Link (BVL) fund-raiser.

6. Prizes
The President at the preseason meeting shall appoint the prize committee and the committee shall make its report to the league before the sixth week of league competition.  The prize money to be awarded will be governed by the amount set forth in the proposed budget for the current season.  The committee shall present for membership approval at least two alternative distribution schedules.  Each team is allowed five votes.  The proposal receiving the greatest number of votes will be adopted and prizes shall be awarded according to the distribution approved. 

Individual high series and game prizes shall be awarded in both handicap and scratch categories; however, no one individual can qualify for an award in both categories and will receive the higher award to which entitled, the other award going then to the next one in line for it.  Winning a high average award does not preclude an individual from winning any other individual awards. Team high series and game prizes shall be awarded in scratch categories only.  No team shall receive more than one team prize, and no individual shall receive more than one individual prize.  This allows an individual to win an individual award as well as share in a team award.  To qualify for individual prize money for average, series or game prizes, a bowler must have bowled in two-thirds of his team's scheduled games (not as a substitute) in the season.  For prizes of equal value, the handicap prize will be awarded.  Also, series takes precedence over game awards.

7. Foul Judge
A foul judge shall be employed or an approved automatic foul detecting device shall be in use when scheduled or postponed league games are being bowled.

8. Position Standings
League standings shall be determined on a point basis with two points awarded for each game won and three points for the team recording the highest series including handicap.  When a tie occurs for any position during the season, precedence shall be given to the team having the highest total pinfall including handicap.  This tiebreaker rule will also apply to all position rounds.  However, in case two or more teams tie for the championship in points won or lost either at the close of each half of a split season or at the close of a full regular season, a roll-off of three games will be held and total pinfall including handicap will determine the final standings.  When the same team wins both halves in a split season or two or more teams finish in a tie for second place at the close of a full regular season, a similar roll-off will be held by the second place teams.

9. League Champion
The 2 winners of the halves and the 2 teams not winning a half with the most total combined points for the first 33 weeks of the season shall meet in a 2 week single elimination format to determine the league champion.  The half winner with the most points will bowl the team with the least points not winning a half and the half winner with the least points will bowl the team with the most points not winning a half on week 34.  The 2 winners of the matches will bowl head to head on week 35 to determine the league champion and runner up.  The 2 non-winners of the matches will bowl head to head to determine 3rd and 4th place for the season.  All of these matches will be determined by highest series with handicap.

All other teams will bowl position rounds in weeks 34 and 35 based on total points for the season.  The final standings for the season for all places below 4th will be determined by total points for the season after week 35 has been completed.
If the same team wins both halves of a split season they will be declared league champion and no further playoff will be conducted.  All other teams will have their final standing determined by total points for the season.
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