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SKINT

FADE IN:

1. EXT: ALLEY – LATE MORNING

Enter LEIGH. He waits impatiently, checking his watch. His patience dies quickly and he takes out his phone, dials a number. After a few rings it is answered.

LEIGH

Where are you? (beat) It’s Leigh, who the fuck else knows your phone number? (beat) You don’t have any other friends, yeah. Now get out of bed and get over here. (pause)You’re joking man; I’m not waiting forty minutes. (checks watch) Well what if I come over to yours. (beat) Alright, I’ll be there in about twenty minutes yeah. (beat) Alright, I’ll see you soon. Bye.

LEIGH ends the call and leaves.

LEIGH

Fucking monkey.

CUT TO:

2a. INT: FERRET’S ROOM – LATE MORNING

A small bedroom. On the bed is FERRET. We cannot see him as he is engulfed in his quilt. Only an arm sticks out, at the end of which, is a mobile phone. Slowly the mass rolls and falls off the bed on to the floor. FERRET is woken and sits up. We see his ‘struggling to wake up’ face.

CUT TO:

2b. EXT: SUBURBAN STREET – LATE MORNING

LEIGH walking to FERRET’S. He takes a cigarette from a packet and, seeing that it’s his last, carelessly discards the packet.

2a. INT: BATHROOM – LATE MORNIING

FERRET is washing his face in the sink. He looks like shit.

CUT TO:

2a. INT: FERRET’S ROOM – LATE MORNING

FERRET is looking for socks. He rummages through a small basket of dirty laundry. He pulls out two odd socks and makes do.

CUT TO:

2b. EXT: SUBURBAN STREET – LATE MORNING

LEIGH is getting a light from a PASSER BY. LEIGH gives the thumbs up, signalling thanks.

They both continue on their ways.

2a. INT: KITCHEN – LATE MORNING

FERRET is making a drink. He piles loads of stuff into a mug, coffee, chocolate powder, sugar, milkshake powder, horliks and a tea bag. Then he adds hot water.

CUT TO:

2b. EXT: FRONT DOOR – LATE MORNING

LEIGH reaches FERRET’S house and goes to ring the front door bell.

CUT TO:

2a. INT: HALL – LATE MORNING

The door bell rings. FERRET answers it. He is not completely ready yet and is still drinking from his mug. LEIGH steps in.

LEIGH

Are you alright man, you look like shit. What’re you drinking this time?

FERRET

George’s marvellous medicine.

LEIGH

Are you ready yet?

FERRET

Just give us a minute. (indicates to lounge) Have a seat.

3. INT: LOUNGE

The lounge is a little dingy. FERRET has gone upstairs. LEIGH sits down as near to the exit as possible. Also in the room are IAN and BERNIE, two of FERRET’S house mates. They are watching daytime television.

BERNIE

You see, I could never sleep with a woman like that, not even if you paid me.

IAN

I did. I didn’t kiss her, but I shagged her.

BERNIE

You didn’t kiss her?

IAN

No.

BERNIE

Why Not?

IAN

She was ugly.

BERNIE

That didn’t stop you poking the fire though.

IAN

Cause not.

FERRET arrives back downstairs. He is now ready and passes straight through to the kitchen.

IAN

No-one ever said you had to look at the mantelpiece.

FERRET returns from the kitchen.

LEIGH

Are we off then, yeah?

FERRET

Yeah, we’re off.

LEIGH and FERRET exit towards the front door and to outside.

IAN

Besides. A fat bird is a thankful bird.

BERNIE

I can’t believe you just said that!

CUT TO:

4. EXT: STREET – AFTERNOON

LEIGH and FERRET are walking side by side.

LEIGH

So what time did you get back after the party?

FERRET

Somewhere around five a.m. I think.

LEIGH

FIVE!

FERRET

Well, do you remember Chris?

LEIGH

The guy who went to Japan, yeah?

FERRET

Yeah. Well after the party, I found out he was coming home that afternoon, so I hunted D down and we went out for a drink. But Chris is still running on Japan time and doesn’t turn up until like, ten to closing. So we ended up spending the rest of the night in an all night truck stop drinking coffee. (beat) What about you?

LEIGH

I went home with Tara.

FERRET

(shocked)

You’re fucking joking.

LEIGH

No man, I shit you not.

FERRET

I though I told what she was like. She spends so much time with her legs apart you could use her as an A-frame. And you don’t have to tell me, ‘cos I know she mentioned vasolene somewhere along the line.

LEIGH

So what if she did man?

FERRET

Well, let’s just say you’ve joined a very exclusive club.

LEIGH

What we did doesn’t fucking matter alright, the problem is she’s under the impression we’re a couple or some shit, yeah, and I can’t get rid of her. 

FERRET

Yeah?

LEIGH

Yeah.

FERRET

I heard she fucked an XR3I once you know.

LEIGH stops dead in his tracks. This obscure statement has caught him off guard. FERRET quickly notices and stops a step or two in front.

LEIGH

Who the fuck said that man?

FERRET

I don’t know. I do remember someone mentioning ‘gearstick’ though.

LEIGH

Sometimes you have one sick sense of humour man.

FERRET

I’m not shitting you, she did it. 

(to self)

I don’t know who she was trying to impress.

FERRET continues walking. LEIGH is stuck somewhere between anger and confusion, and follows shortly after.

4a. EXT: BENCH – AFTERNOON

A bench on the corner of a junction. It is not particularly busy, and there is a suburban calmness in the air. Shortly, FERRET arrives, he sits on the bench and is followed closely by LEIGH who sits near the far end of the bench (away from FERRET). A short moment of silence is broken by…

FERRET

I don’t know what you’re so pent up about. You said it yourself; you want rid of her.

LEIGH

(a little down)

I don’t know man. I just don’t know why I can’t ever get anyone, you know…

FERRET

Normal?

LEIGH

Good for me. It’s like everyone I go out with turns out to be either a whore, or an idiot.

FERRET

Or both.

LEIGH

You’re not fucking helping man.

FERRET

I just think you’re expecting an awful lot, that’s all. Particularly when you keep chatting them up with lines like “I’m a porn star, vampire slayer. Would you like to taste my holy water?”

LEIGH

It works more often than you think man.

FERRET

But not on the people you wish it would?

LEIGH

What would you know anyway man, you’ve been going out with Jenny for what? A year now.

The name JENNY brings an “Oh shit!” look to FERRET’S face. He has just realised something very important. LEIGH notices the disturbed look.

LEIGH

Are you ok man?

FERRET

I don’t believe this.

FERRET’S head slumps into his hands. We linger for a moment.

CUT TO:

5. EXT – CASH MACHINE – AFTERNOON

A customer is withdrawing some money. Behind them, LEIGH and FERRET arrive. FERRET is edgy, impatient. He fingers his debit card nervously.

LEIGH

I can’t believe you forgot your first anniversary man. Jenny’s gonna go mad when you turn up empty handed.

FERRET

I’m not going to turn up empty handed though.

FERRET waves his debit card in front of LEIGH. As the customer in front finishes, FERRET and LEIGH move up to the machine. FERRET proceeds to withdraw cash.

LEIGH

Why don’t you just give her passion vouchers yeah? Then you can buy her off with sexual favours.

FERRET

I tried that on her birthday.

LEIGH

And?

FERRET

She made me do the ironing for her while she had a bath.

LEIGH

You can’t use passion vouchers for that.

FERRET

You can when she says “will you do anything I tell you to”, and I say…

LEIGH

You didn’t?

FERRET

I did.

LEIGH

(beat)

She’s going to eat you for breakfast man.

(with a smile)

My only regret is I won’t be there to see it.

FERRET

I’ll send you a postcard.

The cash machine refuses to give any money.

FERRET

(to machine)

What do you mean insufficient fucking funds? (removing card) That’s it then, I’m… fucked.

LEIGH

(pause)

Can I have your stereo?

FERRET

Ha-fucking-ha. So what do we do now?

LEIGH

You mean what do you do now, I’ve got my own problems.

LEIGH notices someone off screen. It is TARA, approaching fast.

LEIGH

Speaking of which.

FERRET

(notices TARA)

Oh God.

TARA arrives, kissing LEIGH. Both he and FERRET take little pleasure in her presence. 

TARA

(exited)

Hi! I’ve been looking for you everywhere. I found this dress in ‘new girl’, I need you to have a look and tell me what you think.

LEIGH

Tara, we’re not a couple yeah, I’m not looking at your dress.

TARA

Well no, but that’s just because I haven’t told anyone yet.

(notices FERRET)

What are you looking at?

FERRET

I don’t know; the label dropped off.

TARA

(disdainful)

Don’t you have any friends to be with; Oh no, that’s right, you’re a loner.

(to LEIGH)

You know, if we’re going to any kind of serious relationship, I’m going to have to get you some more popular friends to hang around with.

LEIGH goes to say something to defend himself but TARA puts a finger across his lips.

TARA

Now I’ve got to go, I’ve got lots of shopping to do, then I have to go and see Emily, because some idiot slammed a door in her face at the party. So I’ll see you later okay?

She kisses LEIGH and exits.

TARA

Bye.

Pause as LEIGH and FERRET watch her leave.

FERRET

Well you’ve got that under control.

LEIGH

At least she won’t kill me when I don’t get her an anniversary gift.

FERRET

Can’t argue with that.

LEIGH

So what are you going to do about it man?

FERRET

I’m open to suggestions.

They think for a moment. LEIGH gets an idea.

LEIGH

I think I might have answer for you yeah.

FERRET

What?

CUT TO:

6. INT: BAR

FERRET (VO)

Alcohol. I’m desperate; I’ll try anything.

It is a small student type bar. It is reasonably busy. CLAIRE is sat at a table with a friend, and SI(MON) tends bar. LEIGH and FERRET walk up to the bar.

SI

What’ll it be?

LEIGH

Two buds.

SI

You got the money this time?

LEIGH

(avoiding)

Err.

SI

I’ll put it on your tab.

LEIGH

Thanks man.

SI gets the beers

FERRET

Lager?

LEIGH

Just get it down you, yeah.

They each take a drink.

FERRET

So what are we here for anyway?

LEIGH

You remember Joe, Yeah?

FERRET

Joe?

LEIGH

Yeah. You know; he was at the party a couple of nights ago.

FERRET

Oh shit. Not the hippie?

LEIGH

What do you mean “Oh shit. Not the hippie?”

FERRET

He was a moron.

LEIGH

(defensive)

He was stoned!

FERRET

What the hell can he do for us anyway?

LEIGH

You need something for Jenny. He owes me a favour.

FERRET

Are you in-fucking-sane. I can’t get her anything like that. She doesn’t even smoke cigarettes.

LEIGH

You’re jumping to conclusions man, he sells other shit too.

(to SI)

Si. Have you seen Joe around?

SI

Joe? He’s not allowed in here anymore. Landlord got suspicious. I had to chuck him out.

LEIGH

That’s a bit harsh man.

SI

You know what’ll happen if he’s found in here with that shit. I’ll get closed down and this place will get turned into a coffee shop.

LEIGH

No cheap beer?

SI

No cheap beer.

LEIGH

That IS fucking harsh man.

SI and LEIGH ponder the harshness for a moment. But FERRET presses on.

FERRET

So, any other magical solutions you want to put forward. A rendezvous with an arms dealer perhaps. I could get Jenny a Glock, or a grenade launcher, You know, something she can mess around with on her day off.

LEIGH is not listening. He has noticed someone beyond FERRET. It is CLAIRE. She is sat at a table with a friend. FERRET sees that LEIGH is looking at something and turns to see what it is but LEIGH snaps him back.

FERRET

What?

LEIGH

Don’t fucking look then, man.

FERRET

Why not?

LEIGH

That’s her.

FERRET

Who?

LEIGH

That girl I told you about. Remember?

LEIGH tries to look without being noticed.

FERRET

(here we go again)

Not the little miss perfect one? I thought she was too inaccessible, or some shit like that.

LEIGH

She was man.

IN ON FERRET. He takes his eyes off LEIGH and swigs his bottle.

FERRET

Don’t start that all over again. Last time you got on about her, you didn’t shut up for a week.

FERRET looks back to LEIGH but he is not there. FERRET quickly scans the room to find LEIGH sat next to CLAIRE. He is doing his best to chat her up. It is not noticeably working.

FERRET

(to self)

Looks like its open season on foot shooting again.

CUT TO:

LEIGH AND CLAIRE

LEIGH

Nursing must be really cool yeah, because you get to see all those injuries from huge accidents and stuff.

CLAIRE

I’m only in admin I’m afraid.

LEIGH

Yeah? Sounds cool man. Can I get you another drink yeah?

CLAIRE looks at her friend who gives her a “don’t look at me” face.

CLAIRE

Half a coke, no ice please.

LEIGH gets up and goes for the drinks. CLAIRE’S friend is giving her a ‘look’

CLAIRE

He’s trying so hard; I couldn’t say no. (beat) Besides, he could be worse.

Only then does she realise that someone come and sat in the place LEIGH occupied.

FERRET

(a la Joey)

How you doin’

CUT TO:

LEIGH AT THE BAR WITH SI

LEIGH

A bud and a double vodka in half a coke yeah.

SI just looks at him. He can tell there is something not quite right with the order.

LEIGH

Alright man, half a coke, no ice.

SI smiles with satisfaction and gets the drinks.

LEIGH

I still don’t know how you do that man.

SI

You’ve tried it too many times. I can see it your eyes.

SI puts the drinks on the bar and puts a hand out for the money.

SI

That’s two forty.

But LEIGH just has a sympathetic look on his face.

SI

(realising)

Oh yeah.

LEIGH

I owe you one man.

SI

You owe me twelve. I’m still counting.

SI gets back to work. LEIGH takes the drinks.

CUT TO:

FERRET

Whom is talking to CLAIRE and friend.

FERRET

‘cos you know feeling when you’re just not shitting right?

LEIGH arrives and pulls up a chair.

LEIGH

(to FERRET)

What the hell are you talking about man?

(to CLAIRE)

You have to ignore my friend yeah.

CLAIRE

Why is that?

LEIGH

Because you just kind have to.

As LEIGH settles in there is an awkward silence.

LEIGH

(to CLAIRE)

You know; I’ve seen you in here before yeah. I’ve been meaning to ask you out but haven’t had the chance yet.

CLAIRE

What makes you so sure I’ll say yes?

LEIGH smiles with self-confidence, but before he can say anything.

FERRET

(not threateningly)

If you woke up naked in a field with a condom up your arse, would you tell anyone?

CLAIRE, her FRIEND and even LEIGH looks at FERRET with shock/horror/disgust. FERRET can see that no-one is laughing at this one and recoils to the back of his chair.

FERRET

I’ll shut up now.

LEIGH

(getting angry)

That’s not a bad fucking idea man.

CLAIRE composes herself

CLAIRE

(to LEIGH)

Look, thanks for the drink, but we’ve really got to get going. I have to be at work soon. 

CLAIRE and her friend get up and leave, intentionally avoiding looking at FERRET. FERRET gives them a little wave goodbye, but they’re just walking quickly to the exit. There is silence between LEIGH and FERRET until they are gone. Then.

LEIGH

(angry)

I can’t believe you fucking said that man. Are you fucking mad?

FERRET

(defensively)

What? Just because if I’m not wearing a “trust me, I’m only joking” T-shirt, they can’t tell the difference. Fuck that. (beat) She’s alright though. I’d give her one.

LEIGH

(angrier)

Oh fuck you man.

FERRET can see he’s pushed too far and backs off. There is silence between them. They just sit opposite each other with their thoughts, continuing their drinks.

CUT TO:

6a. INT: BAR – A LITTLE LATER

FERRET reaches the bar, bringing a couple of bottles back. He looks worried and exhausted.

SI

(taking bottles)

Cheers. (beat) Are you okay? You look terrible.

FERRET

Apart from upsetting enough people to guarantee my getting the shit kicked out of me at the end of the day…

SI

Like who?

LEIGH

Well if Mr Happy over there doesn’t, Jenny’ll gladly fulfil the role.

SI

Jenny’s your girlfriend yeah.

FERRET

Yeah. It’s our first anniversary and I promised her something special.

SI

So what did you get her?

FERRET

I don’t know yet.

SI

I see.

FERRET

And I’ve only got about four hours before I see her.

SI

Have you tried Pete?

FERRET

Who?

SI

Pete. He runs a nick ‘n’ flog business. He can probably sort you out.

SI gets one of PETE’S business cards from behind the bar and gives it to FERRET. It reads PETE’S NICK ‘N’ FLOG “ASK ME NO QUESTIONS, I’LL TELL YOU NO LIES.” LEIGH arrives at the bar with a couple of bottles and an empty half pint glass. 

FERRET

(to SI)

Thanks. I’ll check it out.

LEIGH

Are we off yet?

FERRET

(to LEIGH)

Yeah.

(to SI)

How do I get in touch with him?

SI

What day is it, Monday? He’ll be working out the back of a van down Clarke street.

FERRET

Alright, thanks.

LEIGH

(to SI)

I’ll see you later yeah?

SI

Take it easy.

LEIGH and FERRET head for the exit.

CUT TO:

7. EXT: PETE’S NICK ‘N’ FLOG – MID AFTERNOON

We see PETE. He is walking down the side of the van towards the front. At the passenger door, he opens it and removes a box about VCR sized. He carries it round to the back of the van. We see two customers waiting and DODGY KEV asleep in the open rear doors. PETE hands the box to one of the customers, than takes some cash from the other. He quickly counts it and places it in his jacket pocket, wishing his customers well. After a pause, his mobile phone rings, and he answers it.

PETE

Hallo. (beat) Hi Steve. How’s it going? (beat) Yeah, no problem mate. (beat) That’s not going to be easy, we’re having a problem with laptops, at the moment. (beat) Yeah, they keep shipping the parts separately. Makes it more difficult if you only want a couple, know what I mean? (pause) I’ll see what I can do for you but it depends where Dodgy Kev is going. (pause) Alright, I’ll give you a call when we come up with something. (beat) Okay. See you later. Yeah, bye.

As PETE ends the phone call, we see LEIGH and FERRET approach. They are a little unsure about the way PETE relates to his customers and so are a little cautious. As they near PETE, he doesn’t acknowledge them as anything more than passers by. Unsure what to do. LEIGH and FERRET linger. They are quickly noticed by PETE.

PETE

Can I help you gentlemen?

FERRET

We’re looking for guy named PETE. We were told he could help us out.

PETE

What kind of help?

FERRET

A kind of product purchase help.

LEIGH

Si from the bar told us he’d be here.

PETE

Well then. I suppose that makes me Pete.

PETE extends a hand, and shakes with FERRET.

PETE

Now, are you gentlemen here to do business or are you just looking for an autograph?

LEIGH

My friend needs a gift for his girlfriend or he’s seriously fucked yeah.

PETE

Fucked?

FERRET

Up the arse, with a large pointy instrument.

PETE

I see. Well, let’s see what we can do for you. Kev!

There is no response. We see DODGY KEV is still asleep. PETE walks over to the van and bangs on the side. DODGY KEV awakes, startled.

DODGY KEV

(to PETE)

What do you want?

PETE

Are you going anywhere that’s good for presents tomorrow?

DODGY KEV

Depends. How much do they like hubcaps?

FERRET

Actually, we kind of need something now.

DODGY KEV

Fuck that. I ain’t nicking shit from that place until the guards swap shifts at two.

LEIGH

We need an anniversary gift man. Not car parts.

DODGY KEV

If you can hang on a couple of hours, I’m going to do that pharmacists before they realise they’re a key short and change the locks.

FERRET

Don’t you have anything here now?

PETE

A couple of video recorders, some other small stuff. How much can you afford?

DODGY KEV resettles himself and soon appears to be asleep again.

FERRET

We’re a little short at the moment.

PETE

How short?

LEIGH

We’re skint. But only for a couple days yeah.

PETE

Goods can only be delivered on full payment.

(honest)

I’d like to help you guys, but if I trust everyone, I’ll get screwed over more times than not, you know?

FERRET

Alright, cheers anyway.

PETE

No problem. Let me know if your girlfriend needs a new pointy instrument. Dodgy Kev’s visiting a garden centre on Thursday.

LEIGH and FERRET start to leave.

FERRET

I’ll let you know.

LEIGH and FERRET leave. PETE walks back to the van. Seeing DODGY KEV asleep, he bangs on the side again, startling him awake.

PETE

Don’t you have to to get going?

8. EXT: STREET – LATE AFTERNOON

It is visibly later. LEIGH and FERRET are hanging around waiting for the inevitable end of the day.

FERRET

That’s it then. I’m dead, I mean I’m seriously fucking dead. Jenny’s going to string me up by my knackers for this.

LEIGH

For fuck’s sake man, all we’ve done all day is run around after your failure to get Jenny a present yeah. Have you stopped to think about my problems at all? The girl of my dreams thinks we’re both perverted rapists while I get hunted down by the trendy tart from hell.

FERRET

Well what kind of help do you want? We can’t possibly do worse than we already have.

LEIGH

(a little angry)

Hey, You fucked that up man. Let’s not forget that yeah. (pause) You fucking owe me.

There is a brief silence between them.

FERRET

Alright then. What do you want to do?

LEIGH

I don’t know man.

FERRET

(pause) That doesn’t help.

LEIGH

I know, I know, just let me think yeah. (pause) Alright, we’ve got to get to hospital yeah, we know she works there. (pause) We can’t just walk in start chatting up nurses, yeah. Enough people have probably tried that for them to not like it anymore.

FERRET

So how else are going to get in then?

LEIGH

I don’t know man.

LEIGH keeps thinking. A plan is brewing in his head. He gets an idea, but is reluctant to air it.

FERRET

Come on then. Let’s hear it.

LEIGH tries to think of a nice way to put it.

LEIGH

You’ve got to get run over for me.

FERRET stares at LEIGH, silent with near disbelief. Until.

FERRET

You want me to injure myself?

LEIGH

No. (beat) I need someone else to injure you, yeah. You know by accident.

FERRET

(gets angry)

No, I don’t know “by fucking accident”. Are you in-fucking-sane? I’m not getting an injury just so you can chat up your fancy of the fucking week while I wait to have my fucking head stitched up by a doctor who can’t even sew a button on a fucking shirt. I’ve got to meet Jenny later on. Eight hours in a fucking waiting room won’t do me much good will it?

LEIGH doesn’t know how to react to this outburst and remains silent.

FERRET

(still a bit angry)

If you want to go, go alright, but I’ve got shit load of problems to sort out, like how I’m going to stop Jenny from tearing my head off when she finds out I’m one present short of an anniversary.

LEIGH can see this rejection, and knows that FERRET has other things to concern himself with.

FERRET

Look, I’d like to help out, but I’ve really got to go and figure out what I’m going to say to Jenny tonight. (beat) Alright?

LEIGH

Alright man.

FERRET

I’ll see you later yeah?

LEIGH

Yeah.

FERRET turns and leaves. As he walks, a door swings open fast, smashing him in the face. Dazed, he collapses. As the door swung open, DODGY KEV ran through it. He is edgy and holds something under his coat. He quickly surveys the area, noticing LEIGH, and FERRET on the ground.

DODGY KEV

Fucking security guards.

He walks over to FERRET.

DODGY KEV

Oh Shit!

(to LEIGH)

He’ll be alright, yeah?

LEIGH

What the fuck did you do man?

FERRET’S eyes flutter and slowly open.

DODGY KEV

There you go, he’s fine.

Seeing that the level of shit he’s in isn’t too deep. LUCAS takes to opportunity to continue his escape and heads off.

LEIGH

Hey, where the fuck are you going man.

As LEIGH watches LUCAS run off. FERRET does as best he can to sit up.

LEIGH

(at DODGY KEV)

Yeah, fuck you too man.

LEIGH sees FERRET and rushes back to him.

LEIGH

Are you okay man?

FERRET lightly touches a cut on his forehead.

FERRET

Aargh.

LEIGH

Come on man, we’d better get that checked out.

9a. Ext: HOSPITAL – LATE AFTERNOON

Establishing… We are at a hospital.

9b. INT: HOSPITAL – WAITING ROOM

FERRET sits holding an ‘about to fall off’ patch to his head. After a moment, LEIGH moves in with a cup of coffee and offers it to FERRET. FERRET takes it and sips. There is a moment of calm, then…

FERRET

You’re still an arsehole.

LEIGH

It wasn’t my fault man.

FERRET

Just a means to an end.

Another moment of silence.

FERRET

Well?

LEIGH

Well what?

FERRET

Well if I’m sat in a waiting room, waiting to have my head fixed, why are you sat here with me? Aren’t you supposed to be making life miserable for some other poor sod?

LEIGH

What, Claire?

FERRET

Thanks for remembering why you wanted me hospitalised. It’s nice to know you care.

LEIGH

Well, you know, what with us being friends and everything, I just thought you might show a little fucking appreciation for the company. But if you’d rather not have me around, I can always…

FERRET

Look, if you want to go, go. If you don’t want to go, then do me a favour and go anyway.

They exchange a look.

FERRET

I just want to be alone for a minute.

LEIGH looks around to find CLAIRE. Then back to FERRET for a moment. Then he gets up and heads towards CLAIRE. Before he gets there, he sees TARA enter the hospital. He makes a sharp U-turn and hides for a minute. TARA talks briefly to CLAIRE who points to a ward. TARA leaves. LEIGH steadies himself.

CUT TO:

FERRET. He is watching the minutes tick away on a clock.

FERRET

… Of sound body and mind…

As FERRET continues. A MAN in a dinner Jacket enters, talking to nurses. He is told to wait for more information and sits down near to FERRET.

FERRET

(cont.)

Do hereby ask that all my worldly belongings be auctioned, so that I can be given a proper burial. Should Jenny ever choose to reveal any or all of the locations throughout which I will no doubt be scattered.

(to MAN)

Do you know what’s worse than ten people stuck in a telephone box?

MAN

I’m afraid I don’t quite follow.

FERRET

(partly to himself)

Me stuck in ten telephone boxes.

MAN

I’m sorry, I didn’t quite get that.

FERRET

You’ve never seen what my girlfriend can do with a vegetable knife. I saw her dice a carrot once; I couldn’t walk properly for days.

MAN

(a bit confused)

I see.

CUT TO:

LEIGH and CLAIRE.

LEIGH

I’m sorry about my friend yeah. He has a knack for…

(careful with words)

messing things up.

CLAIRE

I noticed.

LEIGH

So, you know, I never to finish what I wanted to say earlier.

CLAIRE

I had a feeling you were going to say something like that.

LEIGH

It’s just. When I look at you yeah, it’s like… I feel like I could look at you forever.

LEIGH stares at her momentarily. She finds it disturbing.

CLAIRE

Well don’t. I have enough problems in here with drunks; the last thing I need right now is a stalker.

CUT TO:

FERRET is looking over at the MAN. Staring into him.

FERRET

So, do you come here often?

On MAN’S reaction. He doesn’t quite know what to make of it.

CUT TO:

LEIGH and CLAIRE

LEIGH

Come on man, you know we’d be great together. I can see it in your eyes. You just as curious as I am.

CLAIRE

Look. I’m not falling for this put on of yours, now I have work to do.

9c. INT: HOSPITAL – CUBICLE

FERRET, as he is shown into a cubicle by a nurse.

NURSE

If you just wait in here, a doctor will see you shortly.

FERRET nods and sits down.

9a. INT: HOSPITAL – WAITING ROOM

LEIGH and CLAIRE. He’s determined; you have to give him that much.

CLAIRE

Look, why can’t you see that you’re not fooling anyone? Now this is a hospital, not a night club. So if there’s nothing wrong with you, please just go home.

TARA (OS)

LEIGH!

LEIGH and CLAIRE look instantly in TARA’S direction. TARA storms up to LEIGH, obviously angry about something.

TARA

(to LEIGH)

I can’t believe you’re doing this. We’ve only been together since Saturday night.

LEIGH goes to say something but TARA cuts him off.

TARA

I don’t want to hear your excuses. You haven’t taken this relationship seriously from the start.

CLAIRE

(to TARA)

And you are?

TARA

I was his girlfriend, but it seems that some people around here don’t appreciate me enough. Well, if you want to go off sleeping around with other people, you can do it on your own from now on. Goodbye Leigh.

And with that, she storms off. CLAIRE looks expectantly at LEIGH. She can’t wait to hear him wriggle his way out of this one.

LEIGH

You know, I’ve only ever been jealous of one person for one thing, yeah. That’s when a friend of mine became a father.

CLAIRE

You want to have a kid?

LEIGH

Not now or anything, you know. But eventually I do. I want to part of a family.

CLAIRE

Single lifestyle getting you down?

LEIGH

No man, it’s just… I got thinking yeah. I used to like, “yeah man, my life’s open, undetermined.” Then I though, like, “Oh shit, my life’s not going anywhere. It’s like, when I die man, who the f… who’s going to remember me, yeah… no-one.

CLAIRE

Isn’t it a bit early to be thinking like that?

LEIGH

I don’t think so man. I’ve got like, three or four years tops, yeah, before I have to get a full job, and then the people I can meet, the places I can go, they all slow down so, like, this is my best opportunity to get out there and sort it all out. (beat) I just can’t seem to find anyone… you know.

CLAIRE

So why the “I’m fabulous” act. You’ll never find the right woman with a performance like that.

LEIGH

It’s the only act I know.

CLAIRE considers his words. And finding his honest appealing…

CLAIRE

Maybe I could teach you a new one.

CLAIRE pushes a piece of paper and a pen towards LEIGH. LEIGH looks at her.

CUT TO:

FERRET re-enters the waiting room. His head has been stitched up. He heads straight for CLAIRE and LEIGH are. LEIGH is writing on the paper.

CLAIRE

I thought you’d turn up eventually.

FERRET

They said they want me sign something before I go.

CLAIRE

It’s just to say you’ve been discharged. If you take a seat, it’ll just be a minute.

FERRET

Thanks.

CLAIRE exits our view.

FERRET

(to LEIGH)

Haven’t you given up yet?

LEIGH

(indicates to paper)

I think there’s hope for me yet man.

FERRET

She’s going to make you wait for her to call. I like her style.

FERRET goes and sits back down where he was before. He sees the MAN talking to a nurse. The MAN is nervous/edgy. When the nurse has finished, he sits back down near FERRET again. He is thinking a lot about what has happened. He removes two opera tickets from his inside pocket and looks at them.

FERRET

You almost look as bad as I do.

This small joke brings a small smile to the MAN’S face, but the pain behind it still shows through.

MAN

It’s my wife actually. Fractured leg in three places and bruised ribs.

(tears up tickets)

So much for La Boheme.

He tosses the torn up tickets aside. There is a moment of silence.

FERRET

(reassuring)

She’ll be alright, you know.

The MAN takes a little comfort in these words. This little bit of reassurance (from a non doctor) has picked him up a little.

MAN

Thank you. (pause) By the way. You wouldn’t happen to know where I could get some refreshments would you? I could use a drink.

FERRET

I think there’s a coffee machine just around the corner over there.

The man smiles again. Stands, and leaves.

MAN

Thank you again.

Shortly after the MAN exits, LEIGH arrives with a clipboard.

LEIGH

Here man.

FERRET stands, takes the clipboard and signs it.

LEIGH

You know, I’m sorry about what happened earlier man.

FERRET

It’s alright, me too. We’re even yeah?

LEIGH

Absolutely man.

FERRET

Good. Now let’s get the hell out of here.

The peacemaking has cheered them both up.

CUT TO:

CLAIRE. We can see LEIGH and FERRET approach. When they reach CLAIRE, FERRET hands in the clipboard.

CLAIRE

Thanks, You’re okay to go now.

LEIGH

I’ll see you around, yeah?

FERRET

Bye.

As they leave, FERRET realises something and comes back.

FERRET

Oh, one last thing. You haven’t got any sellotape by any chance have you?

CUT TO:

10. EXT: HOSPITAL – EARLY EVENING

LEIGH and FERRET exit the hospital and are about to go their separate ways.

LEIGH

Are you going to be alright man?

FERRET

Yeah, I’ll get by… Always do. What about you?

LEIGH

(stops and thinks for a moment)

Yeah. I feel alright man.

FERRET

Good. Well I’ll give you a call or something, yeah, I’m spending the next couple of days with Jenny.

LEIGH

Alright, I’ll see you later, yeah. What time are you meeting Jenny?

A harrowing ‘impending doom’ crosses FERRET’S face again. He checks his watch.

FERRET

Oh Shit!

And with that. He legs it. LEIGH watches him and can’t help but smile. Then he turns and starts his own way home.

11. EXT: MEETING PLACE – EARLY EVENING

JENNY waits patiently. She is smartly dressed. A working girl. After a moment, FERRET arrives, out of breath. Jenny goes up to him, noticing the stitches in his head.

JENNY

You poor thing. Are you all right?

FERRET

I’ll be alright. It’s just a scratch.

JENNY

Are you sure?

FERRET

Yeah, don’t worry about me. I do just need to ask you one thing though.

JENNY

What’s that?

FERRET

What’s “La Bow-hemm”?

JENNY

You mean “La Boheme” It’s an Opera, why?

FERRET reveals that he has the MAN’S tickets which he has sellotaped back together again. When JENNY sees them, she smiles and kisses FERRET. Pull back as she puts her arm around him and they walk off together.

CUT TO:

SKINT. And credits.
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