	Christ, before ascending to Heaven, gave one last command to all people: go unto all the world and preach the Good News (Luke 16:15).  Among Christians today it has been a common question as to how to be an effective witness.  The intent of this paper is to provide a sort of “manual” for that purpose.  There are two main categories that will be considered: attitude and technique.  Having a bible based, structured attitude about the endeavor of witnessing is essential to the act of conversion.  Along with attitude, a technique or “battleplan” is needed.  By applying these categories, along with personal prayer, anyone can be a certain soul winner.


	Attitude plays a major role in witnessing even before contact is made.  It is vitally important that the Christian know how to think and to have a godly handle on the situation.  The first point about attitude is realize what power as Christians we have.  We should not fear what to say or how to say it.  We can have faith in knowing that God will provide us with effective words that can pierce the hearts of men (Acts 1:8, 2:17).  We must also be ready to take advantage of unexpected situations.  In Chapter 2 of Acts the Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples in a tremendous physical manifestation and onlookers were confused.  The apostle Peter pounced upon this situation to explain the goodness of God and provide a way of forgiveness.  This action led to many more people being saved (Acts 2:41).  Peter was not only ready but willing.  It is essential that Christians be willing to answer the call of God.  During Peter’s time in Jerusalem the Jewish leaders were stern against the gospel of Christ and warned him that if he continued he would be severely punished.  Knowing this Peter was still willing to do the Lord’s will (Acts 5:29).  We, as Christians, should be forward, yet respectful.  Chapters six and seven of Acts speak of Stephen’s defense and death.  Right before his death Stephen says he can see Jesus standing at the right side of God.  This was considered blasphemy in the ears of his accusers.  In an outrage they stoned him (Acts 7:54-60).  This event plainly shows that what is said by Christians when witnessing must be respectful and sensitive to the listeners ideals.  If a would-be Christian is placed on the defensive from an insensitive word, he or she may be put off from accepting Christ for a long time.  Another point that all Christians should realize is that God can change even the most hardened of hearts.  Acts chapter eight introduces a great persecutor of Christians, Saul.  Saul went to great lengths to end the spreading of the gospel.  Yet on his way to Damascus God speaks to Saul and eventually changes his heart so that he has the same fervor for spreading the gospel as he did to stifle it before (Acts 9).  This is such an encouragement!  God will answer the prayers of Christians and send his power to break through the darkness.  The final point about having the correct attitude is being prepared for the effects of the Holy Spirit on someone.  This can perfectly be seen in Acts chapter two.  When those praying in the Upper Room received the Holy Spirit they behaved as if they were drunk and spoke in non-human languages (Marshall 69).  It makes sense that when someone becomes a new creation, as they do when they accept Christ, there will be an almost “electric” response.  All the sin in the convert is replaced with forgiveness and the presence of God fills the soul that is the temple.  Christian witnesses must be prepared to explain the happenings of this wonderful conversion.  While some people may only feel a heaviness removed or joy, others may begin to weep unexplainably.  Comfort and support is crucial at this time to help the new-born Christian begin to grow.


	The second main topic to follow in order to be a successful witness is technique.  This will be used during the actual physical contact with the target.  When selecting whom to witness to remember two things: listen to God and talk to those that others would not (Hybels 105).  God may prompt us to talk to someone that society has rejected so we must be willing to do so.  In Acts 8 Philip comes across an Ethiopian eunuch reading a verse from Isaiah.  Philip goes to the man without hesitation and tells him about Christ (Acts 8:26f).  A eunuch was a lowly slave and in today’s culture a person of equal status can easily be swept under the rug.  Jesus loves all men, and so should Christians.  Once a person is selected, or selected for you, a common ground must be found.  “People don’t like to talk to strangers about personal matters” (Hybels 95).  It is important to establish some level of trust in order to open the door to more pressing and even eternal matters.  As seen in the above example of the eunuch reading Isaiah, Philip saw the open door and put his foot in (Acts 8:26f).  The common ground was established and Philip went for the heart.  In most cases the witness will be someone close and someone in whom common ground and trust has already been established.  This is a tremendous advantage in witnessing.  It can also be a hindrance if the relationship is taken for granted.  Remember that we are not guaranteed tomorrow and every breath is another gift from God.  Urgency is precedent.  The clock is slowly winding down to the arrival of Christ and those left unsaved will perish.  Once communication lines have been established what is said from that point must be sincere and authentic.  “(T)he impressions people have of us will have a profound affect on how they view God” (Hybels 54).  Why would people what to place their trust in someone to change their life if they feel that the person is not genuine?  Here are some valuable tips for communication: Don’t give a speech, talk in doses, and be bold (Hybels 163).  While the “fire and brimstone” method worked during the time of the Quakers, society today needs good reasoning and “from the heart” logic.  Try to know the person and what is important to him or her then relate to them Godly matters.  Unsaved people cannot be expected to understand theology any better than a child.  This is not an insult but a realization that if a philosophical commentary is given verbatim a positive result should not be expected.  Basically, keep it simple.  Also, boldness is a wonderful tool.  If the target feels that the speaker has confidence there is a higher chance for gaining his or her trust.  People naturally will “follow the leader”.  


	Once the speaker is comfortable with the target and a solid common ground is established comes the moment of truth or “crossing the line” as said by Bill Hybels (Hybels 187).  The target has hopefully by this time found the speaker to be sincere, genuine, and has found truth in his or her words.  The first step to commitment is to relax and trust that God will help you (Hybels 187).  It is often helpful to remember that if rejection comes it is rejection of God and not you.  This is a sad reality, but do not become discouraged.  Next, bring God in (Hybels 187).  This is the time for the introduction of Jesus to the target so forget about word formulas and just talk to God (Hybels 187).  Begin to pray together.  This will be an encouraging act and give the target a guide seeing that this would quite possibly be his or her first prayer.  It is important to pray out loud (Hybels 187).  This will be like a cement that will bond the commitment not only to God but to you.  There will be a level of accountability that the target must uphold.  He or she will not want to let you down at first, but will eventually turn his or her eyes to God.  The speaker should lead off the prayer and then turn it over to the target (Hybels 187).  This will give them the authority of the act so they will know they made the decision and that is was not made for them.  Closing the prayer should be done by the speaker in an attitude of celebration and encouragement.  For the realm of public outreach this is the limit of exposure that can be given unless the new convert agrees to attend the speaker’s church or is somehow connected to the speaker through a school, work, etc.  For those convert that are family members or other wise close to the heart, constant encouragement and “checking up” should be done.  The convert is just an infant spiritually and needs to be feed to ensure growth.  After a time, depending on the person, the convert can be weaned and the speaker can have assurance they will continue their Christian walk.


	In summary, a good witness requires a good attitude and solid technique.  Always be ready to take advantage of unexpected situations,  be willing to be used,  be respectful, faithful in
