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August 6, 1945 a Boeing B-29 Superfortress by the name Enola Gay flew over the city of Hiroshima and dropped the first atomic bomb in history.  Exploding at about the height of 1,800 feet, the blast by the uranium bomb was equivalent to 15,000 tons of TNT, and it leveled all that stood in its’ way.  August 9, 1945, only three days later, the second B-29, Bocks Car, let loose its’ plutonium bomb which leveled a massive section of the city of Nagasaki with a force of 20,000 tons of TNT (http://livelinks.com). Between the two bombings, 120,000 to 250,000 people were slain.  These two bombings were the decision of Harry S. Truman, the successor of Franklin D. Roosevelt.  Truman dropped the bombs to destroy the two Japanese cities, to end World War II, and to show off to make the Soviet Union not enter the war (http://www.grolier.com).  

First, many critics claim that there were other ways Truman could have handled the situation.  He could have chosen to wait and see if Japan would have withdrawn, or possibly he could have mounted a large-scale attack.  Truman knew (or at least should have known) that the Japanese were ready to withdraw from the war.  Japanese code had been broken, America had been listening to their plans, and Truman knew that Japanese leaders had instructed their ambassador in Moscow to work on peace negotiations with the Allies (http://livelinks.com). “On May 12, 1945, (about three months before the bombs were dropped), William Donovan, Director of the Office of Strategic Services (later known as the CIA) reported to President Truman that Shinichi Kase, Japan’s minister to Switzerland, wished ‘to help arrange for a cessation of hostilities (http://peacewire.org).’”  Also, in President Truman’s handwritten journal, only released in 1979, he said that in July of 1945, Stalin had reported “a telegram from the Japanese Emperor asking for peace (http://peacewire.org).” “The United States acting on the advice of political leaders—dropped the first atomic bomb without responding to any of the Japanese peace requests.  Three days later, after the Soviets joined the war, the second was dropped.  The first bomb was dropped after Japan had already began the process of seeking the terms of surrender.  The second bomb was dropped when it was clear that the US did not have to invade the main islands (http://peacewire.org).”  Truman knew what was at stake, his decision is non-reversible, and many innocent civilians were killed.


Secondly, Japan could not keep producing what was needed to stay in the war.  They had very few resources and not much land was occupied at the time. “The reality is that just months prior to the August bombings, most of Japanese shipping, rail transport, and industrial production had been wiped out by an extraordinary series of air attacks (http://www.peacewire.org).”   Also, a typhoon heading toward Oki Nawa, one of the most strategic islands in the war, was the other primary catalyst that caused Truman to decide to use the bombs. Truman knew the typhoon was heading for the small island. The problem here was with his logic. Truman saw the typhoon as a drawback instead of a blessing.  The typhoon to him meant that a land attack was out of the question.  However, the typhoon kept its’ course and took its’ fury out on Oki Nawa. If Truman would have waited he could have taken the island with very little resistance, but instead he decided to take hundreds of thousands of innocent lives by dropping the bombs.  


Also, Truman received exaggerated figures of American casualty rates from General George Marshall.  Truman was under the assumption of 250,000 to 500,000 American lives would be saved by annihilating Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Truman never received a level of report suggesting 500,000 American deaths or even 250,000 casualties (http://livelinks.com).  John E. Hull states, “The invasion of Japan would have cost about 200,000 American lives.”  Lieutenant General Ira C. Eaker said, “The invasion would only be in the tens of thousands” (Opposing Viewpoints, Nuclear Arms).  These later quoted figures in the tens of thousands are very appealing figures for war casualties.


Thirdly, America did not want the Soviet Union to enter the war, so they would have more rights to claims in China.  “In other words, to ensure that the Americans had an advantage in the US-Soviet scramble to grab China, a quarter of a million Japanese people, mostly women and children, had to die (http://livelinks.com).”  


The irony of this whole fiasco is that Truman admitted feeling guilty after the dirty deeds had been done.  “But Truman, too, admitted privately that he did not want to kill more innocent Japanese with atomic weapons.  After Nagasaki, he told his Cabinet, in the words of an associate, that ‘the thought of wiping out another 100,000 people was too horrible. He didn’t like the idea of killing all of those kids (Opposing Viewpoints, Nuclear Arms).’”
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