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Statements form the basic program steps of C++, and most statements are constructed of expressions.





Expressions


An expression is made up of operators and operands.  The operands can be constants, variables, or a combination of the two.  





Some expressions are combinations of smaller expressions which may be called sub-expressions.





Every expression Has a Value  


In C++, every expression has a value.  To find the value, we perform the operations in the order dictated by operator precedence.





Expressions such as  q = 5*2  simply have the value which is assigned to the variable on the left.





Relational expressions such as  q > 3  have the value 1 if true and 0 if false.  Although we haven’t discussed relational statements yet, you should be familiar with them from your Pascal courses.





While the following expression may look strange, it is simply the sum of two sub-expressions each of which has a value.  The value of this expression is 19.





	6 + (x = 5 + 8)  





Statements


A program consists of a series of statements.  A statement is a complete instruction to the computer.  In C++, statements are terminated by a semicolon.  Thus





	legs = 4





is an expression which may be part of a larger expression.  However,





	legs = 4;





is a statement which is a complete instruction to the computer.





Compound Statements (Blocks)


A compound statement is two or more statements grouped together by enclosing them in braces.  It is also sometimes called a block.  
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